
1

Doctrine of Prayer

Nehemiah as a Man of Prayer

1. When Nehemiah received word about the state of affairs in Jerusalem, he prayed.

 Nehemiah 1:4 And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down
and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of
heaven,

2. The foundational basis for the prayer life of Nehemiah was that God was a
covenant keeping God and is full of mercy and compassion towards those who
love Him and will keep His commandments.

 Nehemiah 1:5 And said, I beseech thee, O Lord God of heaven, the great and
terrible God, that keepeth covenant and mercy for them that love him and
observe his commandments:

3. Confession of sin is an essential component in an effective prayer life.

 Nehemiah 1:6 Let thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, that thou
mayest hear the prayer of thy servant, which I pray before thee now, day and
night, for the children of Israel thy servants, and confess the sins of the
children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my father's
house have sinned.

4. It is right and proper to petition God for mercy.

 Nehemiah 1:11 O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the
prayer of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy
name: and prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in
the sight of this man. For I was the king's cupbearer.

5. When Nehemiah was granted permission before the king to ask what he wished
for, he prayed. Those who lack wisdom are to ask guidance from God (see James
1:5).

 Nehemiah 2:4 Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request?
So I prayed to the God of heaven.

6. When challenged by a formidable opponent and ridiculed, Nehemiah prayed.

 Nehemiah 4:4 Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and turn their reproach
upon their own head, and give them for a prey in the land of captivity: 5 And
cover not their iniquity, and let not their sin be blotted out from before thee:
for they have provoked thee to anger before the builders.
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7. When confronting those who would make merchandise of God’s people and
dishonor the Sabbath, Nehemiah prayed.

 Nehemiah 13:22 And I commanded the Levites that they should cleanse
themselves, and that they should come and keep the gates, to sanctify the
Sabbath day. Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and spare me
according to the greatness of thy mercy.


