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The Greatest Prophecy Ever Fulfilled

Daniel 9:24-27

“Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression,
and to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy. 25 Know
therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build
Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and three score and two weeks: the
street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. 26 And after three score and two
weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come
shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end
of the war desolations are determined. 27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one
week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for
the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that
determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”

Introduction

In order to appreciate prophecy, it must be kept in mind that the prophets did not express their own
personal views. The Bible states plainly that the prophets told what God the Holy Spirit instructed
them to tell.

 2 Peter 1:21 For the prophecy came not in old time by will of man, but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

All the prophecies concerning Christ were fulfilled, including those given by Daniel.

 Luke 24:44 And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was
yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in
the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.

In Daniel's vision of seventy weeks, the weeks stand for years to total four hundred and ninety
(490) years. The first sixty-nine (69) weeks measure a period of four hundred and eighty three
(483) years followed by the seventieth (70th) week of year or seven (7) years for a total of four
hundred and ninety (490) years.

Since the first sixty-nine (69) weeks were literally fulfilled by the return of the Jews from Babylon
to Israel to rebuild the city of Jerusalem, there is no compelling reason to believe that the final
week is not also fulfilled, and that it naturally followed the 69th week in chronological order.

There is no time gap indicated in the Scriptural narrative. There is a theory that a time gap exists. A
theory, according to Webster's dictionary, is an unproven assumption, or a hypothesis accepted for
the sake of argument.

It has been suggested that a "Prophetic Time Clock" stopped at the end of the sixty-ninth (69th)
week of years or after 483 years.
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The purpose of this alleged time stoppage is so that national Israel can, in the future, experience the
seventieth (70th) week in the form of a special period called The Great Tribulation.

It is argued that one day national Israel, (and the whole world), shall suffer for seven (7) years
while being deceived by an anti-Christ who will lead the world into the greatest battle of human
history called, Armageddon.

It must be noted that none of these terrible events are mentioned in the text of Daniel 9.

The basic question of concern is this:

"Did the 70th week follow the 69th week?"

If the seventieth (70th) week did follow the sixty-ninth (69th) week, then the "Postponement
Theory", and the "Prophetic Clock" concept, and all other imagined events, can be exchanged for
the simplicity of the Word of God, which lives and abides forever.

It is significant to note that Christendom did not know until the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
the idea that the seventh week could be separated from the first sixty nine weeks by a period of
more than two thousand years.

In contrast to the recently developed spectacular theories is God's specific, ancient, wording to
Daniel which was that, "seventy weeks are determined." This divine decree, in context, does not
allow the separation of one week from the initial sixty-nine (69) weeks by a long period of time.

A comparison of this passage can be made with other time passages in scripture.

Item. When the prophecy of Christ was made that He was to be buried and rise again on the
third day, there was no other day that the Lord could have risen and still fulfilled prophecy.

Item. When Joseph prophesied of seven fat years followed by seven years of famine, there was
no indeterminate time between fulfillments.

Item. When Jeremiah prophesied of seventy years captivity in Babylon it all happened on
schedule with one year following the next for seventy years. The seventieth year did not find
fulfillment hundreds of years later.

God keeps His appointments on schedule. A break, or long postponement in prophecy, does not
make a fulfillment possible according to the provisions of the Law.

 Deuteronomy 8:22 When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not
[no postponement permitted] no come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not
spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously, thou shalt not be afraid of him.

Jesus Himself said that the scriptures cannot be broken.
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 John 10:35 If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture
cannot be broken;

A careful examination of Daniel 9:24-27 reveals that the prophet wrote about the consummation of
God’s plan for national Israel, not its national exaltation and eventual restoration to dominate the
other nations on earth.

To be specific, Daniel was told of many things that would happen to the Jews and to the Holy City
following the Babylonian Captivity. It was decreed that Jerusalem was to be restored (9:25) "for the
street shall be built again, and the wall even in troublous times." The account of this work of
rebuilding Jerusalem is given in the books of Ezra and Nehemiah.

Following the seventy years of Babylonian Captivity, God determined to restore Israel back to her
land for at least four hundred and ninety more years, as reflected in the prophecy. The “weeks of
years” principle can be found in other passages.

 Numbers 14:34 After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days,
each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my
breach of promise.

 Ezekiel 4:4 Lie thou also upon thy left side, and lay the iniquity of the house of Israel upon
it: according to the number of the days that thou shalt lie upon it thou shalt bear their
iniquity. 5 For I have laid upon thee the years of their iniquity, according to the number of
the days, three hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou bear the iniquity of the house of
Israel. 6 And when thou hast accomplished them, lie again on thy right side, and thou shalt
bear the iniquity of the house of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee each day for a
year.

In that four hundred and ninety years period important events would take place in the history of
national Israel. Some of these events would be good, and some would be bad.

First, it was determined that Israel "would finish the transgression." The transgression of Israel had
for a long time been the focus of the messages from God's prophets. It was for their transgressions
that the Jews in the northern kingdom of Israel had gone into national captivity in 721 BC under the
Assyrians. In 586 BC the southern kingdom of Judah fell to the Babylonians. It was for Jewish
transgressions that the land of Palestine had been made desolate for seventy years. Daniel himself
had confessed this by saying: "Yea, all have transgressed thy law, even by departing, that they
might not obey thy voice; therefore, the curse is poured upon us" (Daniel 9:11).

As sad as this was, the angel Gabriel revealed to Daniel the distressing news that, as badly as Israel
had behaved in the past, she would yet sin again to an even greater extent. Yes, Israel would be
restored to her land following the seventy years in Babylon. Yes, the Holy Temple would be
rebuilt.

Yes, the wall of the holy city Jerusalem would be made secure once more, but only so that the full
measure of Israel's transgression might be made complete. It was to be the fate of the nation that the
Messiah would come, only to be killed by a mindless Jewish mob.
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Turning to the New Testament, we read that the Messiah did come to Israel. Jesus knew what
Daniel had said, and the other prophets as well. After bringing a railing accusation against the
Jewish leaders, the Lord said…

 Matthew 23:32 Fill ye up the measure of your fathers... 35 that upon you may come all the
righteous blood shed upon the earth.

With these words Jesus declared that the hour had come in His day for Israel to "finish the
transgression" of rejecting all the words of warning, all of the prophets, all the means of grace,
even to that which was offered by the Messiah. There would be a terrible price to pay by Israel for
the transgression. Jesus predicted an awful doom upon the beloved city and its people.

 Matthew 23:36 Verily I say unto you, All these things shall come upon this generation.

When Jesus said, “this generation” He was speaking to the people of His day, not a generation of
Jews thousands of years in the future.

Again, the Lord said, “Behold, your house is left unto you desolate” (Matthew 23:38). When the
transgression of the Jewish nation was finished, as predicted by Daniel, then was brought to pass
the words spoken by Peter on the day of Pentecost concerning Christ.

 Acts 2:33 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye
have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.

Paul confirms that the crucifixion of Christ was the crowning sin of Israel, adding that the wrath of
God would come upon Israel to the uttermost. The wrath of God did come. The year was AD 70.
Jerusalem was destroyed. The Holy Temple was laid waste. The blood sacrifices were made to
cease and the Jewish people were scattered among the nations of the earth.

 1 Thessalonians 2:15 Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have
persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary to all men: 16 Forbidding us to
speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is
come upon them to the uttermost.

Israel had broken her covenant vow. Israel had tried to kill her Husband. Israel had committed
spiritual fornication.

Finally, the transgression completed, the Lord gave the true kingdom covenant blessing to a nation
bringing forth the fruits of Christ, which Peter declares to be the true Israel of God, the CHURCH of
the living God.

 Matthew 21:43 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and
given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof.

 1 Peter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness
into his marvellous light
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Second, returning to Daniel 9:24 the prophecy says again, “Seventy weeks are determined upon thy
people and upon thy holy city...to make an end of sins.” The things that happened in Israel during
the four hundred and ninety—(490) year period brought an end to sins.

How was this possible? The answer is the Cross. The wrath of man manifested against Christ at the
Cross-became the means that God used to put away the sins of the elect and to make an end of sins.
On the Cross, the Lord Jesus offered the one sacrifice for sins forever. The Lord did not die in vain.
He died in order to purge His people from all their sins.

 Psalms 76:10 Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou
restrain.

 Hebrews 10:2 For then would they not have ceased to be offered? Because that the
worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins.

 Hebrews 1:3 Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person,
and upholding all things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins,
sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;

The third expression in Daniel 9:24 is also instructive. The prophet was told that, “Seventy weeks
are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city ...to make reconciliation for iniquity.”
Reconciliation signifies the bringing back together those who were rebels and enemies.

Man has been a rebel against God by nature and by choice since the fall of Adam. In his heart man
has been disloyal and non-submissive to God. In His justice and righteousness God has had to
punish this revolt against Divine authority. Yet the character of God also enjoys displaying grace
and mercy.

The only way for grace and mercy to be freely expressed without compromising justice and
righteousness is for the sin issue to be dealt with. Sin must be punished before there is a basis for
reconciliation. Selecting the nation Israel to work through, God the Father decreed a plan of
salvation to be expressed in time with the end result being the making of reconciliation for iniquity.
It happened at the Cross. As a result of the death of Christ, those who have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins are reconciled.

 Colossians 1:12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of
the inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness,
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14 In whom we have redemption
through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 15 Who is the image of the invisible God,
the firstborn of every creature: 16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven,
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17 And he is before
all things, and by him all things consist. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who
is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might have the
preeminence.
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19 For it pleased the Father that in him should all fulness dwell; 20 And, having made
peace through the blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I
say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven. 21 And you, that were sometime
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled 22 In the
body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in
his sight:

The fourth revelation Daniel was told by the angel Gabriel is that an everlasting righteousness
would be brought in.

 Daniel 9:24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city...to bring
in everlasting righteousness.

Jeremiah had prophesied of this bringing in of righteousness.

 Jeremiah 23:6 Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and
justice in earth...and this is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR
RIGHTEOUSNESS.

Within the four hundred and ninety-(490) year time frame it was determined by God that through
the nation Israel and in the Holy City of Jerusalem something would happen to bring in everlasting
righteousness. Something did happen within the specified time. The Messiah came to Israel and
established the kingdom of God in His righteousness through Jesus Christ.

 Matthew 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you.

 Romans 14:17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghost.

History records that a work of righteousness was done in Israel on a Cross outside the Holy City.
Christ was made unto us righteousness.

 1 Corinthians 1:30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:

 2 Corinthians 5:21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God in him.

The fifth truth the angel told Daniel was that a seal would be placed on the vision and prophecy.

 Daniel 9:24 Seventy years are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city in order
to...seal up the vision and prophecy.

In order to fully appreciate the meaning of these words it must be kept in mind that the whole
vision that Daniel was allowed to see, set forth the goodness and the severity of God.
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The goodness of God is manifested in that He was longsuffering with the Jews. The Lord allowed
Israel to continue their rebellion against Himself by abusing the prophets and by killing the
Messiah.

The severity of God is manifested in that He was determined to seal up the vision and the prophecy,
for “where there is no vision, the people perish” (Proverbs 29:18). God can be very severe.

 Isaiah 6:9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and
see ye indeed, but perceive not. 10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears
heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and
understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

 Isaiah 29:9 Stay yourselves, and wonder; cry ye out, and cry: they are drunken, but not with
wine; they stagger, but not with strong drink. 10 For the Lord hath poured out upon you the
spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath
he covered.

The conclusion of the matter is that the spiritual blindness of national Israel was complete when the
Messiah arrived within the designated time frame. Though the Jewish leaders read the Scriptures
daily, they heard not the ancient voices and so they fulfilled them in condemning Christ.

 Acts 13:26 Men and brethren, children of the stock of Abraham, and whosoever among you
feareth God, to you is the word of this salvation sent.

 Luke 23:34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. And they
parted his raiment, and cast lots.

In the New Testament, our Lord applied the prophecy of Isaiah 6:9-10 to the Jews of Israel.

 Isaiah 6:9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but understand not; and
see ye indeed, but perceive not.10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears
heavy, and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and
understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.

 Matthew 13:11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not given. 12 For whosoever hath, to
him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from him
shall be taken away even that he hath. 13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because
they seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they understand.

By appealing to the prophet Isaiah, the Lord taught that He Himself was sealing up the visions and
the prophecies so that the Jews of His day would have no more light from God because their
transgression against God was fulfilled. The racial Jew was to know the severity of God. Only the
regenerate Jew, only those who had the faith of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, only the elect of God
would see and hear and understand.
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 Matthew 13:16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear.

 John 12:37 But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed not on
him: 38 That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who
hath believed our report? And to whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 39
Therefore they could not believe, because that Esaias said again, 40 He hath blinded their
eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes, nor understand with
their heart, and be converted, and I should heal them. 41 These things said Esaias, when he
saw his glory, and spake of him.

 Acts 28:24 And some believed the things which were spoken, and some believed not. 25 And
when they agreed not among themselves, they departed, after that Paul had spoken one
word, Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the prophet unto our fathers, 26 Saying, Go
unto this people, and say, Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; and seeing ye
shall see, and not perceive: 27 For the heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears
are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest they should see with their eyes, and
hear with their ears, and understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should
heal them.

 Romans 11:22 Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell,
severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also
shalt be cut off.

Returning to Daniel 9:24 there is a sixth prophetic event the angel shared with the prophet.

 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy holy city...to anoint the Most
High.

The Most High is the Lord Jesus Christ. Of Himself the Lord said,

 Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath anointed me to preach the
gospel to the poor; 19 He hath sent me to heal the broken hearted, to preach deliverance to
the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to
preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

For three and one half (3 1/2) years the Lord Jesus did all of this before He was "cut off for His
people" (Daniel 9:26). All of the four gospels describe in detail, “How God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that
were oppressed of the devil; for God was with Him” (Acts 10:38).

The ultimate anointing of the Most Holy person of Christ came with His resurrection as Hebrews
1:9 explains. He was anointed with the oil of gladness above His fellows. Paul declares that,

 Philippians 2:9 God hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every
name: 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things
in earth, and things under the earth; 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father.
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In Daniel 9:25 the certainty of all the prophetic utterances being fulfilled is reinforced by further
details being given concerning the time frame. Daniel is instructed to know certain truths.

The prophet of God is to know that

 Daniel 9:25 From the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem
unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks, and three score and two weeks: the street
shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.

Within the four hundred and eighty three (483) years [7 weeks of 7 years = 49 years + 62 weeks of
7 years = 434 years or 49 + 434 = 483 years] from the issuing of the royal decree to restore and to
rebuild Jerusalem, the Messiah did appear.

When the Messiah came there were souls who recognized Him because He was expected.

 John 1:41 He first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found the
Messias, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.

 Luke 2:25 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the
same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost
was upon him. 26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see
death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27 And he came by the Spirit into the temple:
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law,
28 Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 Lord, now lettest thou
thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: 30 For mine eyes have seen thy
salvation, 31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 32 A light to lighten
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 33 And Joseph and his mother marvelled at
those things which were spoken of him. 34 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary
his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a
sign which shall be spoken against; 35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul
also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.

The heart of Daniel must have shuddered at the next statement of the holy angel. It was revealed
that the promised Messiah would die.

 Daniel 9:26 ...after threescore and two weeks [i.e. after the 483 years] shall Messiah be cut
off, but not for Himself.

The time period is plain. Within the first seven weeks or forty-nine (49) years Jerusalem was to be
rebuilt following the Babylonian Captivity. Then, after four hundred and thirty four (434) more
years the Messiah was to appear. Next would come the final one week of seven (7) years.

Two questions are raised.

 First, did the final, seventieth (70th), week follow the sixty ninth week?
 Second, at what point in the Messiah's ministry did the prophecy occur which would mark

the BEGINNING of the final week?
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The key to understanding the answer is in the name "Messiah." After four hundred and eighty three
(483) years, Messiah was to appear.

After four hundred and eighty three (483) years Messiah did appear to Israel at the river Jordan in
the person of Jesus Christ. Peter bore witness to this fact when he said that God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power.

 Acts 10:38 How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who
went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with
him.

The baptism of Jesus marked precisely when the seventieth (70th) week began.

In this final seven (7) year period of one prophetic week the six predicted features of Daniel 9:24
came to fulfillment as well as the features of Daniel 9:27 whereby the Messiah caused “the
sacrifice and the oblation to cease.”

 Daniel 9:27. ....He [the Messiah] shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and
in the midst of the week He shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease...

The pronoun reference "He" in Daniel 9:27 can only refer to the Messiah of Daniel 9:26 and no one
else. It was the Messiah who was prophesied to confirm the covenant with many for one week.

Here is one of the most alarming facts in all of church history. A traditional Messianic passage was
reinterpreted in the nineteenth century to refer to an anti-Christ. Dear Lord, how did that happen!

The word for confirm in Daniel 9:27 means "to ratify." Since it is not possible to confirm or ratify
something unless it is in existence, the covenant that the Messiah ratified must have been in
existence. Theologians refer to this existing covenant as the Covenant of Works which was first
made with Adam in the Garden of Eden.

 Genesis 2:16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden
thou mayest freely eat: 17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.

The provisions of the Covenant were that obedience brought life, and disobedience brought
judgment, and death. The First Adam failed to keep the provision of obedience thereby breaking
the Covenant of Works. The Last Adam [the Messiah] did not fail to be obedient, but fulfilled all
the provisions of the Covenant of Works. He was perfect. The Messiah kept all of the Law of
Moses, and then He did more. The Messiah instituted a New Covenant of Grace based upon His
substitutionary death at Calvary.

The New Covenant is an everlasting covenant. It was instituted during the last week of Daniel's
prophetic vision but is destined to endure for eternity. This New Covenant of Grace is explained in
detail in Hebrews 8 and 9. In Hebrews 8:8-13 and 10:15-17 the Holy Author of scripture declares
that the New Covenant of Matthew 26:28 is the fulfillment of the promise of Jeremiah 31:31-34.
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The New Covenant Fulfills the Promises of Jeremiah the Prophet

Hebrews 8:8-13

“For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, when I will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah: 9 Not according to the
covenant that I made with their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of
the land of Egypt; because they continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them not, saith the
Lord. 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, saith the
Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a
God, and they shall be to me a people: 11 And they shall not teach every man his neighbour, and
every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all shall know me, from the least to the greatest.
12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I
remember no more. 13 In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made the first old. Now that which
decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.”

Hebrews 10:15-17

“Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, 16 This is the
covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, I will put my laws into their
hearts, and in their minds will I write them; 17 And their sins and iniquities will I remember no
more.”

The New Covenant of Grace, confirmed by the Messiah, is said to be made with "many" according
to Daniel 9:27. Not all people shall be saved but many will be. The New Testament agrees.
Matthew 1:21 declares that the Messiah was to, Save His people from their sins. In Matthew 26:28
Jesus said, “This is my blood of the New Covenant shed for many for the remissions of sins.”

 Isaiah 53:11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge
shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.

 Luke 1:16 And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God.

 Luke 2:34 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is
set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken
against;

 Matthew 20:28 Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and
to give his life a ransom for many.

 Romans 5:19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous.

While "confirming the covenant" in fulfillment of Daniel 9:27, the Messiah was able to, cause the
sacrifice and the oblation to cease. With these words the prophecy was made that the Messiah
would make an end to all the Old Testament sacrifices if not in literal practice at least as to their
necessity.
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Hebrews 8-10 sets forth in great detail and with great emphasis the abolishing of the demands of
the Law of Moses with all the sacrifices and ritual. For the Christian community the sacrifices of
bulls and goats have ceased. Hebrews 10:9 is the fulfillment of Daniel 9:27. The reality of the death
of Christ dispels the shadows forever.

 Daniel 9:27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of
the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of
abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined
shall be poured upon the desolate.

 Hebrews 10:9 Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that
he may establish the second.

The final important phrase of Daniel 9:27 is that which says the work of the Messiah would be such
that the way would be paved...”for the overspreading of abominations; he shall make it desolate,
even until consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.”

The Revised Standard Version makes this passage a little easier to understand: “and upon the wing
of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed end is poured out on the
desolate.”

The desolate was Israel who had killed the prophets of God. Israel had also rejected the Messiah.
Israel had refused to repent. Israel had crucified the Lord of Glory. God therefore decreed that
Israel would be made desolate in fulfillment of Daniel’s prophecy, and it was.

In all of its essential parts, the prophecy given to Daniel was fulfilled.

There is only one other factor to consider and that is the reference by the Lord to "the abomination
of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet standing in the Holy Place" (Matthew 24:15).

As the Lord was fulfilling the prophecy of Daniel, He appealed to the prophet's previous prediction
concerning Antiochus Epiphanes IV who was the ruler of Syria from 175-164 BC.

Antiochus was the "little horn" of Daniel 8:9.

 Daniel 8:9 And out of one of them came forth a little horn, which waxed exceeding great,
toward the south, and toward the east, and toward the pleasant land.

In a vain attempt to influence the Jews with Greek culture, Antiochus performed an abomination of
desolation when he offered to Zeus a pig on the altar of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem thereby
desecrating the holy altar.

With that historical allusion in mind, Jesus, in Matthew 24:15 tells the Jews that the same type of
thing will happen again in their generation. The Lord had in mind the destruction of the Temple by
the Romans.
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 Matthew 24:15 When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand :)

The desecration and destruction of the Holy Temple would have happened soon after the death of
Christ except for one fact. While He was on the Cross-Jesus prayed for the people and God delayed
the execution of His judgment until AD 70.

In AD 70, Israel was made even more desolate than in 167 BC under the reign of Antiochus
Epiphanes for there did come one upon the wings of abominations, in the person of the Roman
general Titus.

In AD 70 Rome was weary of the Jewish revolts. For three and one half (3 ½) years Rome laid
seize to Jerusalem and finally conquered the city completely. The Holy Temple was destroyed and
the prophecy of Christ in Matthew 24:15, using a previous typology provided by Daniel in the form
of Antiochus, was finally fulfilled.



15

OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY FULFILLED IN HISTORY

Josh McDowell

One of the unique and fascinating aspects of the Bible is that in no other religious literature do we
find the accuracy of fulfilled prophecy. Biblical predictions recorded sometimes hundreds of years
in advance of their happening are fulfilled in minute detail. Following are a few of those
predictions and fulfillments.

Cyrus

The prophet Isaiah, writing about 700 B.C., names Cyrus as the king who will say to Jerusalem that
it shall be built and that the Temple foundation shall be laid (Isaiah 44:28; 54:1).

At the time of Isaiah's writing, the city of Jerusalem was fully built and the entire temple was
standing. Not until more than 100 years later, in 586 B.C., would the city and Temple be destroyed
by King Nebuchadnezzar.

After Jerusalem was taken by the Babylonians, it was conquered by the Persians in about 539 BC.
Shortly after that, a Persian king named Cyrus gave the decree to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem.
This was around 160 years after the prophecy of Isaiah!

Thus Isaiah predicted that a man named Cyrus, who would not be born for about a hundred years,
would give the command to rebuild the Temple, which was still standing in Isaiah's day and would
not be destroyed for more than a hundred years. This prophecy is truly amazing, but it is not
isolated. There are, in fact, hundreds of prophecies which predict future events.

Daniel's Seventy Weeks

In Daniel 9:24-27, a prophecy concerning the Messiah is given in three specific parts.

The first part states that at the end of 69 weeks, the Messiah will come to Jerusalem. (Actually the 7
and 62 weeks are understood as 69 seven-year periods.

The starting point of the 69 weeks is the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem.

Concerning the first part of the prophecy (the coming of the Messiah), Wilson explains:

Included in the prophecy of the seventy weeks is the specific prediction that from the going forth of
a commandment to restore and build Jerusalem unto Messiah the Prince, there would be sixty-nine
weeks. Those weeks are weeks of years. After four hundred and eighty-three years Messiah was to
come.
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Daniel 9:24-27

Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to
make an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up
vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy place. So you are to know and discern that from
the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be
seven weeks and sixty two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of
distress. Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and the
people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come
with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined. And he will make a firm
covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice
and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until
a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.

Beginning of Seventy Weeks

Several commandments, or decrees, in Israel's history have been suggested as the terminus a quo
(starting point) of the 483 years. These are:

 The decree of Cyrus, 539 BC. Ezra 1:1 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the
word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of
Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also
in writing, saying, 2 Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The Lord God of heaven hath given me all
the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which
is in Judah. 3 Who is there among you of all his people? his God be with him, and let him go up
to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and build the house of the Lord God of Israel, (he is the God,)
which is in Jerusalem. 4 And whosoever remaineth in any place where he sojourneth, let the
men of his place help him with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and with beasts, beside
the freewill offering for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.

 The decree of Darius, 519 - 518 BC. Ezra 5:3 At the same time came to them Tatnai, governor
on this side the river, and Shethar-boznai, and their companions, and said thus unto them, Who
hath commanded you to build this house, and to make up this wall? 4 Then said we unto them
after this manner, What are the names of the men that make this building? 5 But the eye of their
God was upon the elders of the Jews, that they could not cause them to cease, till the matter
came to Darius: and then they returned answer by letter concerning this matter. 6 The copy of
the letter that Tatnai, governor on this side the river, and Shethar-boznai, and his companions
the Apharsachites, which were on this side the river, sent unto Darius the king: 7 They sent a
letter unto him, wherein was written thus; Unto Darius the king, all peace.

 The decree of Artaxerxes to Ezra, 457 BC. Ezra 7:11 Now this is the copy of the letter that the
king Artaxerxes gave unto Ezra the priest, the scribe, even a scribe of the words of the
commandments of the Lord, and of his statutes to Israel. 12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto Ezra
the priest, a scribe of the law of the God of heaven, perfect peace, and at such a time. 13 I make
a decree, that all they of the people of Israel, and of his priests and Levites, in my realm, which
are minded of their own freewill to go up to Jerusalem, go with thee. 14 Forasmuch as thou art
sent of the king, and of his seven counsellors, to inquire concerning Judah and Jerusalem,
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according to the law of thy God which is in thine hand; 15 And to carry the silver and gold,
which the king and his counsellors have freely offered unto the God of Israel, whose habitation
is in Jerusalem, 16 And all the silver and gold that thou canst find in all the province of
Babylon, with the freewill offering of the people, and of the priests, offering willingly for the
house of their God which is in Jerusalem:

 The decree of Artaxerxes to Nehemiah, 444 BC. Nehemiah 2:1 And it came to pass in the
month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was before him: and I took
up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been beforetime sad in his presence. 2
Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? This is
nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore afraid, 3 And said unto the king, Let the
king live for ever: why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my
fathers' sepulchers, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire? 4 Then the king
said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So I prayed to the God of heaven. 5 And I said
unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou
wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city of my fathers' sepulchers, that I may build it. 6 And
the king said unto me, (the queen also sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey be? And
when wilt thou return? So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time. 7 Moreover I
said unto the king, If it please the king, let letters be given me to the governors beyond the river,
that they may convey me over till I come into Judah; 8 And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the
king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the palace which
appertained to the house, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall enter into.
And the king granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon me.

J. D. Wilson comments on the starting point of this prophecy:

The next decree is referred to in Nehemiah 2. It was in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes. The words
of the decree are not given, but its subject matter can easily be determined. Nehemiah hears of the
desolate condition of Jerusalem. He is deeply grieved. The King asks the reason. Nehemiah replies,
"The city, the place of my fathers' sepulchers, lieth in waste and the gates thereof are consumed
with fire." The king bids him make request. He does so promptly, asking an order from the King
that "I be sent to the city that I may build it." And as we read, he was sent, and he rebuilt Jerusalem.

This decree then is the "commandment to restore and rebuild Jerusalem." There is no other decree
authorizing the restoration of the city. This decree authorizes the restoration and the book of
Nehemiah tells how the work was carried on.
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The Purpose of Daniel’s Great Prophecy

1. Seventy weeks, or 490 years of human history were given to the nation of Israel for six specific
reasons.

 To finish the transgression. Acts 2:23 Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and
foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:

 To make an end of sins. Edward L. Bromfield comments on what this means.

“The second statement in the angel’s prophecy of Daniel 9:24 is, “Seventy Weeks are
determined… to make and end of sins.” How are we to understand this? If the meaning is
that there would be no more sin in the world, then this prophecy has no fulfillment in sight.
However, if this second work of God can be shown that we have misunderstood its meaning
and it is indeed fulfilled, then we are well on our way to proving that Daniel’s 70 Weeks
Prophecy was fulfilled almost 2000 years ago, which means our looking for a future seven
year period of trouble just before the return of Jesus is false!

The phrase make an end is one Hebrew word—chatham. The sense of this word is
expressed in the three Scriptures below:

Job 24:16 In the dark they dig through houses, which they had marked for themselves in the
daytime: they know not the light.

Esther 8:8 Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king’s name, and seal it with
the king’s ring: for the writing which is written in the king’s name, and sealed with the
king’s ring, may no man reverse.

Jeremiah 32:10 And I subscribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took witnesses, and
weighed him the money in the balances. 11 So I took the evidence of the purchase, both that
which was sealed according to the law and custom, and that which was open… 14 Thus
saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Take these evidences, this evidence of the
purchase, both which is sealed, and this evidence which is open; and put them in an earthen
vessel, that they may continue many days.

In other words, to make and end has to do with marking something out for oneself (Job
24:16); or taking responsibility for the activity of another (Esther 8:8); or taking ownership
of something for which one has paid the price (Jeremiah 32:10-14; the seal of the deed).
The fact is: we are marked in the sense that God has set his seal upon us (2Corinthians 1:22;
Ephesians 1:13); and Christ has taken responsibility for what was written down (Colossians
2:14); and ownership of the human race has been transferred to Christ (1Corinthians 6:20;
7:23; Matthew 13:44, cf. 13:38), for Christ did indeed buy a field, and this field is
interpreted as the whole world. He bought this field because of the treasure within, i.e.
God’s people. We are the treasure of God.”
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 To make reconciliation for iniquity. Colossians 1:20 And, having made peace through the
blood of his cross, by him to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be
things in earth, or things in heaven. 21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies
in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled. 22 In the body of his flesh
through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:

 To bring in everlasting righteousness. The Person to bring in everlasting righteousness is the
Messiah. Daniel 9:26…after threescore and two weeks shall the Messiah be cut off, but not
for himself: The word “righteousness” refers to “moral honesty, or doing justice between
man and man” (George Whitefield). But it also means more. The word signifies inward
holiness, produced in the heart by the Holy Spirit of God. Best of all, the word
“righteousness” refers to the imputed righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ to the heart of
the sinner. Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his
Son, made of a woman, made under the law,

 To seal up the vision and prophecy. Romans 10:4 For Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to every one that believeth.

 To anoint the Most Holy. At His baptism, Jesus was anointed by God. Matthew 3:16 And
Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens
were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting
upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.

2. The precise date when the “Prophetic Clock” would begin to tick was provided to Israel:
Nisan 1 (March-April), 444 BC.

 The Prophecy. Daniel 9:25 Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven
weeks, and three score and two weeks.

 The Fulfillment. The decree of Artaxerxes to Nehemiah, 444 BC. Nehemiah 2:1 And it
came to pass in the month Nisan, in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine was
before him: and I took up the wine, and gave it unto the king. Now I had not been
beforetime sad in his presence. 2 Wherefore the king said unto me, Why is thy countenance
sad, seeing thou art not sick? This is nothing else but sorrow of heart. Then I was very sore
afraid, 3 And said unto the king, Let the king live for ever: why should not my countenance
be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' sepulchers, lieth waste, and the gates thereof
are consumed with fire? 4 Then the king said unto me, For what dost thou make request? So
I prayed to the God of heaven. 5 And I said unto the king, If it please the king, and if thy
servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, unto the city
of my fathers' sepulchers, that I may build it. 6 And the king said unto me, (the queen also
sitting by him,) For how long shall thy journey be? And when wilt thou return? So it pleased
the king to send me; and I set him a time. 7 Moreover I said unto the king, If it please the
king, let letters be given me to the governors beyond the river, that they may convey me over
till I come into Judah;



20

8 And a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make
beams for the gates of the palace which appertained to the house, and for the wall of the
city, and for the house that I shall enter into. And the king granted me, according to the
good hand of my God upon me.

3. Once the decree was given to the Jews to return to Palestine, more specific events were
prophesied.

 The street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times. Despite opposition
from the Samaritans the streets of Jerusalem and the wall to protect the city would be
rebuilt.

 The Messiah would be killed. Daniel 9:26 And after three score and two weeks shall
Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: The Messiah would die for others. Matthew 20:28
Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a
ransom for many.

 The people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The
“Prince that shall come” is not anti-Christ but the Messiah. And it was His people, the
people of the Messiah who destroyed the Holy City of Jerusalem and the sanctuary. The
Zealots did not want other Jews to surrender to the Romans and killed anyone who tried to
surrender. Moreover, Titus wanted to preserve the Temple in Jerusalem, but the Jews began
to burn it down in a “scorched earth” approach to death. Josephus, the Jewish historian,
provides an eye witness account.

War of the Jews, 6.4.5 249-253

“So Titus retired into the tower of Antonia, and resolved to storm the Temple the next day,
early in the morning, with his whole army, and to encamp round about the Holy House; but,
as for that House, God had for certain long ago doomed it to the fire; and now that fatal day
was come, according to the revolution of the ages: it was the tenth day of the month Lous,
[Av,] upon which it was formerly burnt by the king of Babylon; although these flames took
their rise from the Jews themselves, and were occasioned by them; for upon Titus's retiring,
the seditious lay still for a little while, and then attacked the Romans again, when those that
guarded the Holy House fought with those that quenched the fire that was burning in the
inner court of the Temple; but these Romans put the Jews to flight, and proceeded as far as
the Holy House itself.

At which time one of the soldiers, without staying for any orders, and without any concern
or dread upon him at so great an undertaking, and being hurried on by a certain divine fury,
snatched somewhat out of the materials that were on fire, and being lifted up by another
soldier, he set fire to a golden window, through which there was a passage to the rooms that
were round about the Holy House, on the north side of it. As the flames went upward the
Jews made a great clamour, such as so mighty an affliction required, and ran together to
prevent it;
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and now they spared not their lives any longer, nor suffered anything to restrain their force,
since that Holy House was perishing, for whose sake it was that they kept such a guard upon
it.”

 The end thereof was to be with a flood. The Fall of Jerusalem in AD 70 came rather
quickly, like a flood. In just 3 ½ years, in just 42 months, the city fell, the Holy Temple was
burned, the walls of the city were torn down, thousands were crucified, and many were
deported.

 Unto the end of the war desolations were determined. From the time the Jews started to
rebuild the city walls of Jerusalem in 444 BC unto AD 70, there was constant turmoil in
Israel. Following the Persians into the Land were the Greeks, the Seleucids (Syria), and then
the Romans. Palestine was the place of one conflict after another.

 The confirmation of the covenant. The baptism of Jesus marked the beginning of His public
ministry, and the final week of Daniel’s prophecy. In the middle of this final week, after 3
½ years of ministry, the Messiah was cut off with predictable results.

Confirmation of the covenant. Daniel 9:27 And he shall confirm the covenant with many for
one week:

Messiah was to be cut off. Daniel 9:27b…and in the midst of the week he shall cause the
sacrifice and the oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall
make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon
the desolate” On April 3, A.D. 33, Christ was crucified, or, "cut off'

Predictable results.

 Item. With the death of Christ at Calvary, the sacrifices and the oblations did cease, if
not immediately in practice, they ceased in principle. “It is finished!”

 Item. The reason why the Messiah would make the Holy City desolate was because of
the overspreading abominations of Israel.


