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Doctrine of Woman in the Old Testament

1. In the Old and New Testaments there are 361 references using the word “woman” and
177 references using the word “women”.

2. A common Hebrew term for woman is the lovely word 'ishshah (ish-shaw'). The Greek
word is not so lovely, gune (goo-nay').

3. The Bible says that woman was created by God out of Adam’s rib while he was asleep.

 Genesis 2:22 And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from man, made he a
woman, and brought her unto the man.

4. When Adam initially saw the lovely creation God had made for him, he called her
‘ishshaw, woman.

 Genesis 2:23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she
shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.

5. In the hour of initial temptation, the Serpent first spoke to the woman.

 Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field which the
Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not
eat of every tree of the garden?

6. Foolishly did the woman begin to talk to the serpent.

 Genesis 3:2 And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees
of the garden:

7. After first casting doubt on the Word of God, the Serpent began to openly defy God of the
Word and deny the Word of God.

 Genesis 3:4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:

8. The woman saw that the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil was good for food and
made a conscious decision to eat of the forbidden fruit.

 Genesis 3:6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was
pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit
thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.
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“Vice is a monster of so frightful mien,
As to be hated needs but to be seen;

Yet seen too oft,
familiar with her face, we first endure,

then pity, then embrace.”

Alexander Pope

9. Blaming the woman for irresponsible behavior on the part of the male began with the first
man, Adam.

 Genesis 3:12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she
gave me of the tree, and I did eat.

10. Like men, women too like to shift personal responsibility away from self to someone
else.

 Genesis 3:13 And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast
done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

11. The Lord God holds each woman accountable for her own actions.

 Genesis 3:13 And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast
done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.

12. Because of The Fall a great division exists between the seed of the woman and the seed
of Satan.

 Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy
seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

13. Because of The Fall the woman must bear children in sorrow and pain.

 Genesis 3:16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy
husband, and he shall rule over thee.

14. Because of The Fall women seek to dominate men.

 Genesis 3:16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy
conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy
husband, and he shall rule over thee.
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15. Many women are beautiful to look at.

 Sarah. Genesis 12:11 And it came to pass, when he was come near to enter into
Egypt, that he said unto Sarai his wife, Behold now, I know that thou art a fair woman
to look upon:

16. Sometimes God is pleased to protect women from sexual harm.

 Genesis 20:3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him,
Behold, thou art but a dead man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a
man's wife.

17. The woman is to have a choice in the matter of marriage.

 Genesis 24:5 And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the woman will not be
willing to follow me unto this land: must I needs bring thy son again unto the land
from whence thou camest?

 Genesis 24:8 And if the woman will not be willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be
clear from this my oath: only bring not my son thither again.

18. Some women are very good mothers and will move to protect the life of their child as the
mother of Moses did.

 Exodus 2:2 And the woman conceived, and bare a son: and when she saw him that he
was a goodly child, she hid him three months.

19. Through acts of divine providence the Lord God will find a way for a good woman to
provide for her child or children.

 Exodus 2:9 And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, Take this child away, and nurse it
for me, and I will give thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nursed it.

20. Every working woman is worthy of just compensation.

 Exodus 3:22 But every woman shall borrow of her neighbour, and of her that
sojourneth in her house, jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye
shall put them upon your sons, and upon your daughters; and ye shall spoil the
Egyptians.

The Woman under the Mosaic Law

21. A woman is to be compensated if an accidental miscarriage is caused by an abusive man.

 Exodus 21:22 If men strive, and hurt a woman with child, so that her fruit depart from
her, and yet no mischief follow: he shall be surely punished, according as the
woman's husband will lay upon him; and he shall pay as the judges determine.
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22. An animal that has killed a woman is to be put to death.

 Exodus 21:28 If an ox gore a man or a woman, that they die: then the ox shall be
surely stoned, and his flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner of the ox shall be quit.

23. Women are to worship the Lord God with a willing heart.

 Exodus 35:29 The children of Israel brought a willing offering unto the Lord, every
man and woman, whose heart made them willing to bring for all manner of work,
which the Lord had commanded to be made by the hand of Moses.

24. In the act of worship neither man nor woman is to be spiritually exploited.

 Exodus 36:6 And Moses gave commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed
throughout the camp, saying, Let neither man nor woman make any more work for the
offering of the sanctuary. So the people were restrained from bringing.

25. A woman was considered unclean for seven days after giving birth to a child.

 Leviticus 12:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived
seed, and born a man child: then she shall be unclean seven days; according to the
days of the separation for her infirmity shall she be unclean.

26. A man or a woman might become sick with a plague yet they were to be treated the same.

 Leviticus 13:29 If a man or woman have a plague upon the head or the beard; 30
Then the priest shall see the plague: and, behold, if it be in sight deeper than the skin;
and there be in it a yellow thin hair; then the priest shall pronounce him unclean: it is
a dry scall, even a leprosy upon the head or beard.

27. A man and woman were considered unclean until evening following any act of
copulation.

 Leviticus 15:18 The woman also with whom man shall lie with seed of copulation,
they shall both bathe themselves in water, and be unclean until the even.

28. A menstruating woman was considered unclean for seven days.

 Leviticus 15:19 And if a woman have an issue, and her issue in her flesh be blood, she
shall be put apart seven days: and whosoever toucheth her shall be unclean until the
even.
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29. Acts of incest are acts of wickedness.

 Leviticus 18:17 Thou shalt not uncover the nakedness of a woman and her daughter,
neither shalt thou take her son's daughter, or her daughter's daughter, to uncover her
nakedness; for they are her near kinswomen: it is wickedness.

30. Sexual intercourse with a menstruating woman is forbidden.

 Leviticus 18:19 Also thou shalt not approach unto a woman to uncover her
nakedness, as long as she is put apart for her uncleanness.

31. A woman is not to have sex with an animal. Bestiality is a great wickedness.

 Leviticus 18:23 Neither shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith:
neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie down thereto: it is confusion.

 Leviticus 20:16 And if a woman approach unto any beast, and lie down thereto, thou
shalt kill the woman, and the beast: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall
be upon them.

32. A bondwoman or servant having sexual relations with a man was to be scourged but not
put to death.

 Leviticus 19:20 And whosoever lieth carnally with a woman, that is a bondmaid,
betrothed to an husband, and not at all redeemed, nor freedom given her; she shall be
scourged; they shall not be put to death, because she was not free.

33. A woman was not allowed to be a witch or practice the occult.

 Leviticus 20:27 A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard,
shall surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be
upon them.

34. A priest was not to marry a divorced woman.

 Leviticus 21:7 They shall not take a wife that is a whore, or profane; neither shall
they take a woman put away from her husband: for he is holy unto his God.

 Leviticus 21:14 A widow, or a divorced woman, or profane, or an harlot, these shall
he not take: but he shall take a virgin of his own people to wife.

35. A woman who sinned was responsible for confessing that sin and making restitution.
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 Numbers 5:6 Speak unto the children of Israel, When a man or woman shall commit
any sin that men commit, to do a trespass against the Lord, and that person be guilty;
7 Then they shall confess their sin which they have done: and he shall recompense his
trespass with the principal thereof, and add unto it the fifth part thereof, and give it
unto him against whom he hath trespassed.

36. A woman suspected of adultery was given a special test.

The Ordeal

 The initial accusation and the uncovering of the head. Numbers 5:18 And the priest
shall set the woman before the Lord, and uncover the woman's head, and put the
offering of memorial in her hands, which is the jealousy offering: and the priest shall
have in his hand the bitter water that causeth the curse:

 The formal priestly charge. Numbers 5:19 And the priest shall charge her by an oath,
and say unto the woman, If no man have lain with thee, and if thou hast not gone
aside to uncleanness with another instead of thy husband, be thou free from this bitter
water that causeth the curse:

 The divine threat. Numbers 5:21 Then the priest shall charge the woman with an oath
of cursing, and the priest shall say unto the woman, The Lord make thee a curse and
an oath among thy people, when the Lord doth make thy thigh to rot, and thy belly to
swell; 22 And this water that causeth the curse shall go into thy bowels, to make thy
belly to swell, and thy thigh to rot: And the woman shall say, Amen, amen.

 The drinking of the bitter water. Numbers 5:24 And he shall cause the woman to drink
the bitter water that causeth the curse: and the water that causeth the curse shall
enter into her, and become bitter.

 The burning of the offering. Numbers 5:26 And the priest shall take an handful of the
offering, even the memorial thereof, and burn it upon the altar, and afterward shall
cause the woman to drink the water.

 Waiting for the results. Numbers 5:27 And when he hath made her to drink the water,
then it shall come to pass, that, if she be defiled, and have done trespass against her
husband, that the water that causeth the curse shall enter into her, and become bitter,
and her belly shall swell, and her thigh shall rot: and the woman shall be a curse
among her people.

 The final verdict. Numbers 5:28 And if the woman be not defiled, but be clean; then
she shall be free, and shall conceive seed.

 Bearing the penalty (if any). Numbers 5:30 Or when the spirit of jealousy cometh
upon him, and he be jealous over his wife, and shall set the woman before the Lord,
and the priest shall execute upon her all this law. 31 Then shall the man be guiltless
from iniquity, and this woman shall bear her iniquity.
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37. A woman could be a Nazarite as well as a man.

 Numbers 6:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When either man
or woman shall separate themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate
themselves unto the Lord:

38. Some women will attack another woman without cause.

 Numbers 12:1 And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian
woman whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman.

39. A woman of Median who cohabitated with a Jewish man was put to death.

 Numbers 25:6 And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his
brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the
congregation of the children of Israel, who were weeping before the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation. 7 And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of
Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin
in his hand; 8 And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of
them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague was
stayed from the children of Israel.

40. The name of the man slain was Zimri and the name of the Midianite woman killed was
Cozbi.

 Numbers 25:14 Now the name of the Israelite that was slain, even that was slain with
the Midianitish woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief house among
the Simeonites. 15 And the name of the Midianitish woman that was slain was Cozbi,
the daughter of Zur; he was head over a people, and of a chief house in Midian.

Special Note.

Midian (strife), a son of Abraham and Keturah (Genesis 25:2; 1 Chronicles 1:32), was the
progenitor of the Midianites, or Arabians dwelling principally in the desert north of the
peninsula of Arabia. Southward they extended along the eastern shore of the Gulf of
Eyleh (Sinus Aelaniticus); and northward they stretched along the eastern frontier of
Palestine. The "land of Midian," the place to which Moses fled after having killed the
Egyptian, Exodus 2:15, 21, or the portion of it specially referred to, was probably the
peninsula of Sinai.

The influence of the Midianties on the Israelites was clearly evil, and directly intended to
lead them from the injunctions of Moses. The events at Shittim occasioned the injunction
to bring trouble to the Midian and smite them. After a lapse of some years, the Midianites
appear again as the enemies of the Israelites, oppressing them for seven years, but are
finally defeated with a great slaughter by Gideon.
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The Midianites are described as true Arabs, and possessed cattle and flocks and camels as
the sand of the seashore for multitude. The spoil taken in the war of both Moses and of
Gideon is remarkable. Numbers 31:22; Judges 8:21,24-26.

We have here a wealthy Arab nation, living by plunder, delighting in finery; and, where
forays were impossible, carrying on the traffic southward into Arabia, the land of gold —
if not naturally, by trade — and across to Chaldea, or into the rich plains of Egypt”
(Smith's Bible Dictionary).

41. A woman was allowed to make a vow to the Lord provided her father approved.

 Numbers 30:3 If a woman also vow a vow unto the Lord, and bind herself by a bond,
being in her father's house in her youth; 4 And her father hear her vow, and her bond
wherewith she hath bound her soul, and her father shall hold his peace at her: then
all her vows shall stand, and every bond wherewith she hath bound her soul shall
stand.

42. Moses ordered the execution of the women of Midian and their male children though he
spared the virgins for marriage among the Israelite men.

 Numbers 31:17 Now therefore kill every male among the little ones, and kill every
woman that hath known man by lying with him. 18 But all the women children, that
have not known a man by lying with him, keep alive for yourselves.

43. The Mosaic Law allowed for the selling of women.

 Deuteronomy 15:12 And if thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an Hebrew woman, be
sold unto thee, and serve thee six years; then in the seventh year thou shalt let him go
free from thee.

44. Under the Mosaic Law a woman could be stoned.

 Deuteronomy 17:2 If there be found among you, within any of thy gates which the
Lord thy God giveth thee, man or woman, that hath wrought wickedness in the sight
of the Lord thy God, in transgressing his covenant, 3 And hath gone and served other
gods, and worshipped them, either the sun, or moon, or any of the host of heaven,
which I have not commanded; 4 And it be told thee, and thou hast heard of it, and
inquired diligently, and, behold, it be true, and the thing certain, that such
abomination is wrought in Israel: 5 Then shalt thou bring forth that man or that
woman, which have committed that wicked thing, unto thy gates, even that man or
that woman, and shalt stone them with stones, till they die.

45. A woman could be taken captive in a wartime situation, tried out as a potential wife and
then sent away if she displeased the man.
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 Deuteronomy 21:11 And seest among the captives a beautiful woman, and hast a
desire unto her, that thou wouldest have her to thy wife; 12 Then thou shalt bring her
home to thine house; and she shall shave her head, and pare her nails; 13 And she
shall put the raiment of her captivity from off her, and shall remain in thine house,
and bewail her father and her mother a full month: and after that thou shalt go in
unto her, and be her husband, and she shall be thy wife. 14 And it shall be, if thou
have no delight in her, then thou shalt let her go whither she will; but thou shalt not
sell her at all for money, thou shalt not make merchandise of her, because thou hast
humbled her.

46. Women were forbidden to wear clothing made for men.

 Deuteronomy 22:5 The woman shall not wear that which pertaineth unto a man,
neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all that do so are abomination
unto the Lord thy God.

47. False accusations were not to be made against a woman’s character.

 Deuteronomy 22:13 If any man take a wife, and go in unto her, and hate her, 14 And
give occasions of speech against her, and bring up an evil name upon her, and say, I
took this woman, and when I came to her, I found her not a maid: 15 Then shall the
father of the damsel, and her mother, take and bring forth the tokens of the damsel's
virginity unto the elders of the city in the gate: 16 And the damsel's father shall say
unto the elders, I gave my daughter unto this man to wife, and he hateth her; 17 And,
lo, he hath given occasions of speech against her, saying, I found not thy daughter a
maid; and yet these are the tokens of my daughter's virginity. And they shall spread
the cloth before the elders of the city. 18 And the elders of that city shall take that
man and chastise him; 19 And they shall amerce him in an hundred shekels of silver,
and give them unto the father of the damsel, because he hath brought up an evil name
upon a virgin of Israel: and she shall be his wife; he may not put her away all his
days.

48. A married woman caught engaging in sexual activity with a man was to be executed.

 Deuteronomy 22:22 If a man be found lying with a woman married to an husband,
then they shall both of them die, both the man that lay with the woman, and the
woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel.

49. One form of ultimate divine judgment upon a nation when under siege is cannibalism.

 Deuteronomy 28:53 And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own body, the flesh of thy
sons and of thy daughters, which the Lord thy God hath given thee, in the siege, and
in the straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress thee: …56 The tender and
delicate woman among you, which would not adventure to set the sole of her foot
upon the ground for delicateness and tenderness, her eye shall be evil toward the
husband of her bosom, and toward her son, and toward her daughter, 57 And toward
her young one that cometh out from between her feet, and toward her children which
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she shall bear: for she shall eat them for want of all things secretly in the siege and
straitness, wherewith thine enemy shall distress thee in thy gates.

50. The women of Israel were exhorted to keep covenant with the Lord.

 Deuteronomy 29:9 Keep therefore the words of this covenant, and do them, that ye
may prosper in all that ye do. …18 Lest there should be among you man, or woman,
or family, or tribe, whose heart turneth away this day from the Lord our God, to go
and serve the gods of these nations; lest there should be among you a root that
beareth gall and wormwood;

51. A woman, a harlot by trade, showed mercy and grace to the two spies of Israel, Joshua
and Caleb.

 Joshua 2:4 And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said thus, There
came men unto me, but I wist not whence they were:

52. Women were not spared in the bloody conquest of Canaan.

 Joshua 6:21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city [of Jericho], both man
and woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass, with the edge of the sword.

53. Mercy shown is mercy received.

 Joshua 6:22 But Joshua had said unto the two men that had spied out the country, Go
into the harlot's house, and bring out thence the woman, and all that she hath, as ye
sware unto her.

Special Note.
Not only did Rahab practice an immoral profession, she also betrayed her own city in
order to bring favorable treatment for her own family. However, by her embracing the
Lord God, Rahab found a place in faith’s hall of fame (Hebrews 11:31). Where sin
abounds, grace does much more abound (Romans 5:20).

54. The Lord uses women to accomplish difficult tasks including the killing of the enemies
of God’s people.

 The death of Sisera. Judges 4:9 And she said, I will surely go with thee:
notwithstanding the journey that thou takest shall not be for thine honour; for the
Lord shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. And Deborah arose, and went with
Barak to Kedesh.

 The attempted assassination of Abimelech. Judges 9:53 And a certain woman cast a
piece of a millstone upon Abimelech's head, and all to brake his skull.
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55. Military men did not want to be shamed and killed in battle by a woman.

 Judges 9:54 Then he called hastily unto the young man his armourbearer, and said
unto him, Draw thy sword, and slay me, that men say not of me, A woman slew him.
And his young man thrust him through, and he died.

56. A harlot, though she married and bore children, was still called “a strange woman”.

 Judges 11:1 Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man of valour, and he was the
son of an harlot: and Gilead begat Jephthah. 2 And Gilead's wife bare him sons; and
his wife's sons grew up, and they thrust out Jephthah, and said unto him, Thou shalt
not inherit in our father's house; for thou art the son of a strange woman.

57. Sometimes God will give a barren woman special permission to believe she will have a
child. Such was the case in the wife of Manoah.

 Judges 13:3 And the angel of the Lord appeared unto the woman, and said unto her,
Behold now, thou art barren, and bearest not: but thou shalt conceive, and bear a
son.

 Judges 13:6 Then the woman came and told her husband [Manoah], saying, A man of
God came unto me, and his countenance was like the countenance of an angel of God,
very terrible: but I asked him not whence he was, neither told he me his name:

 Judges 13:9 And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah; and the angel of God came
again unto the woman as she sat in the field: but Manoah her husband was not with
her. 10 And the woman made haste, and ran, and shewed her husband, and said unto
him, Behold, the man hath appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day. 11
And Manoah arose, and went after his wife, and came to the man, and said unto him,
Art thou the man that spakest unto the woman? And he said, I am. 12 And Manoah
said, Now let thy words come to pass. How shall we order the child, and how shall we
do unto him? 13 And the angel of the Lord said unto Manoah, Of all that I said unto
the woman let her beware.

 Judges 13:24 And the woman bare a son, and called his name Samson: and the child
grew, and the Lord blessed him.

58. Some men, as Samson did, will form an inappropriate relationship with a woman who is
not in covenant with the Lord.

 Judges 14:1 And Samson went down to Timnath, and saw a woman in Timnath of the
daughters of the Philistines. 2 And he came up, and told his father and his mother,
and said, I have seen a woman in Timnath of the daughters of the Philistines: now
therefore get her for me to wife.
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3 Then his father and his mother said unto him, Is there never a woman among the
daughters of thy brethren, or among all my people, that thou goest to take a wife of
the uncircumcised Philistines? And Samson said unto his father, Get her for me; for
she pleaseth me well….7 And he went down, and talked with the woman; and she
pleased Samson well.

59. Some women, like Delilah, will use their feminine charms to hurts others to their own
advantage.

 Judges 16:4 And it came to pass afterward, that he loved a woman in the valley of
Sorek, whose name was Delilah.

60. Terrible acts of sexual brutality and murder are committed against women. One tragic
story is recorded in Judges 19.

 Judges 19:16 And, behold, there came an old man from his work out of the field at
even, which was also of mount Ephraim; and he sojourned in Gibeah: but the men of
the place were Benjamites. 17 And when he had lifted up his eyes, he saw a wayfaring
man in the street of the city: and the old man said, Whither goest thou? And whence
comest thou? 18 And he said unto him, We are passing from Bethlehem Judah toward
the side of mount Ephraim; from thence am I: and I went to Bethlehem Judah, but I
am now going to the house of the Lord; and there is no man that receiveth me to
house. 19 Yet there is both straw and provender for our asses; and there is bread and
wine also for me, and for thy handmaid, and for the young man which is with thy
servants: there is no want of any thing. 20 And the old man said, Peace be with thee;
howsoever let all thy wants lie upon me; only lodge not in the street. 21 So he brought
him into his house, and gave provender unto the asses: and they washed their feet,
and did eat and drink. 22 Now as they were making their hearts merry, behold, the
men of the city, certain sons of Belial, beset the house round about, and beat at the
door, and spake to the master of the house, the old man, saying, Bring forth the man
that came into thine house, that we may know him. 23 And the man, the master of the
house, went out unto them, Nay, my brethren, nay, I pray you, do not so wickedly;
seeing that this man is come into mine house, do not this folly. 24 Behold, here is my
daughter a maiden, and his concubine; them I will bring out now, and humble ye
them, and do with them what seemeth good unto you: but unto this man do not so vile
a thing. 25 But the men would not hearken to him: so the man took his concubine, and
brought her forth unto them; and they knew her, and abused her all the night until the
morning: and when the day began to spring, they let her go.
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26 Then came the woman in the dawning of the day, and fell down at the door of the
man's house where her lord was, till it was light. 27 And her lord rose up in the
morning, and opened the doors of the house, and went out to go his way: and, behold,
the woman his concubine was fallen down at the door of the house, and her hands
were upon the threshold. 28 And he said unto her, Up, and let us be going. But none
answered. Then the man took her up upon an ass, and the man rose up, and gat him
unto his place. 29 And when he was come into his house, he took a knife, and laid
hold on his concubine, and divided her, together with her bones, into twelve pieces,
and sent her into all the coasts of Israel. 30 And it was so, that all that saw it said,
There was no such deed done nor seen from the day that the children of Israel came
up out of the land of Egypt unto this day: consider of it, take advice, and speak your
minds.

61. Women suffer the tragedy of the lose of their husbands and must learn to cope.

 Ruth 1:5 And Mahlon and Chilion died also both of them; and the woman was left of
her two sons and her husband.

62. Some women aggressively seek a husband and use extraordinary means to do so.

 Ruth 3:8 And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned
himself: and, behold, a woman lay at his feet.

 Ruth 3:14 And she lay at his feet until the morning: and she rose up before one could
know another. And he said, Let it not be known that a woman came into the floor.

63. It is possible to seek a marital relationship and remain a virtuous woman as Ruth sought
out Boaz.

 Ruth 3:11 And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou requirest: for
all the city of my people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman.

64. It is always good when the Lord gives a woman to a man.

 Ruth 4:11 And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are
witnesses. The Lord make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and
like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah,
and be famous in Bethlehem: 12 And let thy house be like the house of Pharez, whom
Tamar bare unto Judah, of the seed which the Lord shall give thee of this young
woman.

65. Some women are falsely accused of inappropriate behavior.

 1 Samuel 1:15 And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a
sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my
soul before the Lord.



14

66. The promises of God and His gifts of divine grace can make the heart of a woman glad as
Hannah was happy when she learned God would answer her prayer for a child.

 1 Samuel 1:18 And she said, Let thine handmaid find grace in thy sight. So the woman
went her way, and did eat, and her countenance was no more sad.

67. A good woman will bring her children and dedicate them to the Lord.

 1 Samuel 1:23 And Elkanah her husband said unto her, Do what seemeth thee good;
tarry until thou have weaned him; only the Lord establish his word. So the woman
abode, and gave her son suck until she weaned him. 24 And when she had weaned
him, she took him up with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a
bottle of wine, and brought him unto the house of the Lord in Shiloh: and the child
was young. 25 And they slew a bullock, and brought the child to Eli. 26 And she said,
Oh my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the woman that stood by thee here,
praying unto the Lord.

 1 Samuel 2:20 And Eli blessed Elkanah and his wife, and said, The Lord give thee
seed of this woman for the loan which is lent to the Lord. And they went unto their
own home.

68. In times of national disaster women suffer along with all others.

 1 Samuel 15:3 Now go and smite Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have, and
spare them not; but slay both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox and sheep,
camel and ass.

 1 Samuel 27:9 And David smote the land, and left neither man nor woman alive, and
took away the sheep, and the oxen, and the asses, and the camels, and the apparel,
and returned, and came to Achish.

69. A woman can become the object of verbal abuse by an angry husband.

 1 Samuel 20:30 Then Saul's anger was kindled against Jonathan, and he said unto
him, Thou son of the perverse rebellious woman, do not I know that thou hast chosen
the son of Jesse to thine own confusion, and unto the confusion of thy mother's
nakedness?

70. Some wives are more understanding and insightful then their husbands.

 1 Samuel 25:3 Now the name of the man was Nabal; and the name of his wife Abigail:
and she was a woman of good understanding, and of a beautiful countenance: but the
man was churlish and evil in his doings; and he was of the house of Caleb.
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71. David killed those women whom he considered to be the enemies of Israel.

 1 Samuel 27:11 And David saved neither man nor woman alive, to bring tidings to
Gath, saying, Lest they should tell on us, saying, So did David, and so will be his
manner all the while he dwelleth in the country of the Philistines.

72. Some women become involved in the occult.

 1 Samuel 28:7 Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a
familiar spirit, that I may go to her, and inquire of her. And his servants said to him,
Behold, there is a woman that hath a familiar spirit at Endor. 8 And Saul disguised
himself, and put on other raiment, and he went, and two men with him, and they came
to the woman by night: and he said, I pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit,
and bring me him up, whom I shall name unto thee. 9 And the woman said unto him,
Behold, thou knowest what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off those that have
familiar spirits, and the wizards, out of the land: wherefore then layest thou a snare
for my life, to cause me to die? 10 And Saul sware to her by the Lord, saying, As the
Lord liveth, there shall no punishment happen to thee for this thing. 11 Then said the
woman, Whom shall I bring up unto thee? And he said, Bring me up Samuel. 12 And
when the woman saw Samuel, she cried with a loud voice: and the woman spake to
Saul, saying, Why hast thou deceived me? For thou art Saul. 13 And the king said
unto her, Be not afraid: for what sawest thou? And the woman said unto Saul, I saw
gods ascending out of the earth.

73. Some women will use their seductive powers to find favor with men at the expense of
self and others.

 2 Samuel 11:2 And it came to pass in an evening tide, that David arose from off his
bed, and walked upon the roof of the king's house: and from the roof he saw a woman
washing herself; and the woman was very beautiful to look upon. 3 And David sent
and inquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bath-sheba, the daughter of
Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? 4 And David sent messengers, and took her; and
she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness:
and she returned unto her house. 5 And the woman conceived, and sent and told
David, and said, I am with child.

74. Maternal love is present in the hearts of some women, but not in all as illustrated by the
woman who was willing to kill a baby.

 1 Kings 3:17 And the one woman said, O my lord, I and this woman dwell in one
house; and I was delivered of a child with her in the house.

 1 Kings 3:18 And it came to pass the third day after that I was delivered, that this
woman was delivered also: and we were together; there was no stranger with us in
the house, save we two in the house. 19 And this woman's child died in the night;
because she overlaid it.
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20 And she arose at midnight, and took my son from beside me, while thine handmaid
slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom. 21 And when I
rose in the morning to give my child suck, behold, it was dead: but when I had
considered it in the morning, behold, it was not my son, which I did bear. 22 And the
other woman said, Nay; but the living is my son, and the dead is thy son. And this
said, No; but the dead is thy son, and the living is my son. Thus they spake before the
king. 23 Then said the king, The one saith, This is my son that liveth, and thy son is
the dead: and the other saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, and my son is the living.
24 And the king said, Bring me a sword. And they brought a sword before the king. 25
And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one, and half to
the other.:26 Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto the king, for her
bowels yearned upon her son, and she said, O my lord, give her the living child, and
in no wise slay it. But the other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine, but divide it.

75. Desperate women will do desperate acts to find help for someone they love.

 1 Kings 14:5 And the Lord said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam cometh to
ask a thing of thee for her son; for he is sick: thus and thus shalt thou say unto her:
for it shall be, when she cometh in, that she shall feign herself to be another woman.

76. Women who are widows can be effective servants of the Lord.

 1 Kings 17:9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there:
behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee. 10 So he arose and
went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow
woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray
thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.

77. A good and godly woman will fear the Lord.

 Proverbs 31:26 She openeth her mouth with wisdom; and in her tongue is the law of
kindness. 27 She looketh well to the ways of her household, and eateth not the bread
of idleness. 28 Her children arise up, and call her blessed; her husband also, and he
praiseth her. 29 Many daughters have done virtuously, but thou excellest them all. 30
Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a woman that feareth the Lord, she shall
be praised.

78. Some women are capable of the most despicable acts against humanity including
cannibalism.

 2 Kings 6:28 And the king said unto her, What aileth thee? And she answered, This
woman said unto me, Give thy son, that we may eat him to day, and we will eat my
son to morrow. 29 So we boiled my son, and did eat him: and I said unto her on the
next day, Give thy son, that we may eat him: and she hath hid her son. 30 And it came
to pass, when the king heard the words of the woman, that he rent his clothes; and he
passed by upon the wall, and the people looked, and, behold, he had sackcloth within
upon his flesh.
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79. In a theocratic society women are subject to the death penalty.

 2 Chronicles 15:13 That whosoever would not seek the Lord God of Israel should be
put to death, whether small or great, whether man or woman.

The same can be true in a secular society.

 Esther 4:11 All the king's servants, and the people of the king's provinces, do know,
that whosoever, whether man or woman, shall come unto the king into the inner court,
who is not called, there is one law of his to put him to death, except such to whom the
king shall hold out the golden sceptre, that he may live: but I have not been called to
come in unto the king these thirty days.

80. Some women are just plain wicked.

 2 Chronicles 24:7 For the sons of Athaliah, that wicked woman, had broken up the
house of God; and also all the dedicated things of the house of the Lord did they
bestow upon Baalim.

81. The days of all men born of women are full of trouble.

 Job 14:1 Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble.

82. People are born physically alive but spiritually dead.

 Job 15:14 What is man, that he should be clean? And he which is born of a woman,
that he should be righteous?

 Job 25:4 How then can man be justified with God? Or how can he be clean that is
born of a woman?

83. It is possible for a woman to deceive a man.

 Job 31:9 If mine heart have been deceived by a woman, or if I have laid wait at my
neighbour's door;

84. The emotion of fear has been described like a woman in labor pain.

 Psalms 48:6 Fear took hold upon them there, and pain, as of a woman in travail.

85. Some women do well to adopt children.

 Psalms 113:9 He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother
of children. Praise ye the Lord.
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86. Wisdom can deliver a person from the “strange woman”.

 Proverbs 2:16 To deliver thee from the strange woman, even from the stranger which
flattereth with her words;

87. A strange woman is described.

 Her lips. Proverbs 5:3 For the lips of a strange woman drop as an honeycomb, and
her mouth is smoother than oil:

 Her embrace. Proverbs 5:20 And why wilt thou, my son, be ravished with a strange
woman, and embrace the bosom of a stranger?

 Her tongue. Proverbs 6:24 To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flattery of the
tongue of a strange woman.

 Her desire. Proverbs 6:26 For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a
piece of bread: and the adulteress will hunt for the precious life.

 Her indiscretion. Proverbs 11:22 As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is a fair
woman which is without discretion.

 Her self-justification. Proverbs 30:20 Such is the way of an adulterous woman; she
eateth, and wipeth her mouth, and saith, I have done no wickedness.

88. The man who engages in an inappropriate relationship with a woman is described.

 He lacks understanding. Proverbs 6:32 But whoso committeth adultery with a woman
lacketh understanding: he that doeth it destroyeth his own soul.

89. A good woman is described.

 She is gracious. Proverbs 11:16 A gracious woman retaineth honour: and strong men
retain riches.

 She is virtuous. Proverbs 12:4 A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband: but she
that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones.

 She is rare. Proverbs 31:10 Who can find a virtuous woman? For her price is far
above rubies.

 She is wise. Proverbs 14:1 Every wise woman buildeth her house: but the foolish
plucketh it down with her hands.
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 She fears the Lord. Proverbs 31:30 Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a
woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.

90. The difficult woman is described.

 She is a brawler. Proverbs 21:9 It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop, than
with a brawling woman in a wide house.

 She is contentious. Proverbs 27:15 A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a
contentious woman are alike.

 She is odious. Proverbs 30:23 For an odious woman when she is married; and an
handmaid that is heir to her mistress.

 Her heart is filled with snares. Ecclesiastes 7:26 And I find more bitter than death the
woman, whose heart is snares and nets, and her hands as bands: whoso pleaseth God
shall escape from her; but the sinner shall be taken by her.

91. It is possible that some angels are female.

 Zechariah 5:7 And, behold, there was lifted up a talent of lead: and this is a woman
that sitteth in the midst of the ephah. 8 And he said, This is wickedness. And he cast it
into the midst of the ephah; and he cast the weight of lead upon the mouth thereof. 9
Then lifted I up mine eyes, and looked, and, behold, there came out two women, and
the wind was in their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a stork: and they
lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heaven. 10 Then said I to the angel that
talked with me, Whither do these bear the ephah? 11 And he said unto me, To build it
an house in the land of Shinar: and it shall be established, and set there upon her own
base.


