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Doctrine of Stoning

1. The single and ultimate purpose of stoning was to produce death in an animal or a person.

2. Stoning was viewed as a just retribution for some evil committed.

3. Stoning was commanded for specific offenses.

 Anyone would be stoned who touched the holy mountain when God was present on it.
Exodus 19:12 And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take
heed to yourselves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of it:
whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death: 13 There shall not an
hand touch it, but he shall surely be stoned, or shot through; whether it be beast or
man, it shall not live: when the trumpet soundeth long, they shall come up to the
mount.

 An ox was to be stoned if it gored a man or woman to death. The owner of the ox was
to be spared. Exodus 21:28 If an ox gore a man or a woman, that they die: then the ox
shall be surely stoned, and his flesh shall not be eaten; but the owner of the ox shall
be quit.

 The owner of an ox could be stoned also if it were proven the animal had a reputation
for being a violent animal and no action had been taken to contain the animal. Exodus
21:29 But if the ox were wont to push with his horn in time past, and it hath been
testified to his owner, and he hath not kept him in, but that he hath killed a man or a
woman; the ox shall be stoned, and his owner also shall be put to death.

Special Note.

If an ox were to kill a servant belonging to someone else then no one was to die but
compensation was to be made for the death of the servant. Exodus 21:32 If the ox
shall push a manservant or a maidservant; he shall give unto their master thirty
shekels of silver, and the ox shall be stoned.

 A person could be stoned to death for picking up firewood on the Sabbath thereby
violating the ordinance not to labor on the day of rest. Numbers 15:33 And they that
found him gathering sticks brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all the
congregation. 34 And they put him in ward, because it was not declared what should
be done to him. 35 And the Lord said unto Moses, The man shall be surely put to
death: all the congregation shall stone him with stones without the camp. 36 And all
the congregation brought him without the camp, and stoned him with stones, and he
died; as the Lord commanded Moses.
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4. Sometimes stoning was not commanded by God or the Law but was the result of a
leadership decision. When Achan brought trouble to the people of Israel by taking some
spoils of war, his judgment was swiftly pronounced by Joshua.

 Joshua 7:25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? The Lord shall trouble thee
this day. And all Israel stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after they
had stoned them with stones.

5. Sometimes a stoning took place as people rebelled against a greedy government. While
trying to collect more taxes for king Rehoboam, Adoram was stoned by the angry people
of Israel.

 1 Kings 12:18 Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the tribute; and all
Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. Therefore king Rehoboam made speed to
get him up to his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem.

6. Innocent people died by stoning based upon the lying testimony of someone else
illustrated in the death of Naboth.

 1 Kings 21:13 And there came in two men, children of Belial, and sat before him: and
the men of Belial witnessed against him, even against Naboth, in the presence of the
people, saying, Naboth did blaspheme God and the king. Then they carried him forth
out of the city, and stoned him with stones, that he died. 14 Then they sent to Jezebel,
saying, Naboth is stoned, and is dead.15 And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that
Naboth was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee for money: for
Naboth is not alive, but dead.

Special Note.

People will kill in order to please a ruler and enhance their own position by currying
favor.

7. During the days of King Joash, the high priest Zechariah was stoned for calling the
people of Israel to repentance.

 2 Chronicles 24:20 And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada
the priest, which stood above the people, and said unto them, Thus saith God, Why
transgress ye the commandments of the Lord, that ye cannot prosper? because ye
have forsaken the Lord, he hath also forsaken you. 21 And they conspired against
him, and stoned him with stones at the commandment of the king in the court of the
house of the Lord.
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8. In parabolic form, Jesus spoke of His own death by using the image of stoning.

 Matthew 21:33 Hear another parable: There was a certain householder, which
planted a vineyard, and hedged it round about, and digged a winepress in it, and built
a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, and went into a far country: 34 And when the
time of the fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the husbandmen, that they might
receive the fruits of it. 35 And the husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and
killed another, and stoned another. 36 Again, he sent other servants more than the
first: and they did unto them likewise. 37 But last of all he sent unto them his son,
saying, They will reverence my son. 38 But when the husbandmen saw the son, they
said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill him, and let us seize on his
inheritance. 39 And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him.
40 When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, what will he do unto those
husbandmen? 41 They say unto him, He will miserably destroy those wicked men, and
will let out his vineyard unto other husbandmen, which shall render him the fruits in
their seasons.

9. In marvelous grace Jesus kept a guilty woman from being stoned.

 John 8:2 And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people
came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. 3 And the scribes and Pharisees
brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst,
4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the very act. 5 Now
Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayest thou? 6
This they said, tempting him, that they might have to accuse him. But Jesus stooped
down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he heard them not. 7 So
when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He that is
without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her. 8 And again he stooped down,
and wrote on the ground. 9 And they which heard it, being convicted by their own
conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus
was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 10 When Jesus had lifted up
himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those
thine accusers? Hath no man condemned thee? 11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus
said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

10. Unfortunately, people are all too eager and willing to kill others with or without
governmental approval or a divinely ordained moral mandate. The disciples of Christ
were subject to the violence of other Israelites.

 Acts 5:26 Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them [Peter and John]
without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have been stoned.
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11. Some of the early Christians suffered martyrdom by stoning.

 Acts 7:58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the witnesses laid down
their clothes at a young man's feet, whose name was Saul. 59 And they stoned
Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.

12. After his conversion, Paul, formerly Saul of Tarsus was subject to stoning with the
intention of killing him, but he survived the ordeal.

 Acts 14:19 And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who
persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he
had been dead.

Paul never forgot, and years later wrote of that ordeal to the church at Corinth.

 2 Corinthians 11:25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I
suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;

13. There is a holy record kept of who has died for the Lord, and how.

 Hebrews 11:37 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain
with the sword: they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute,
afflicted, tormented;

14. In grace, individuals are invited to a mountain that can be touched without fear of death.

 Hebrews 12:18 For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that
burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 19 And the sound of
a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated that the word
should not be spoken to them any more: 20 (For they could not endure that which was
commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or
thrust through with a dart: 21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I
exceedingly fear and quake:) 22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels,
23 To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven,
and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 24 And to
Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh
better things than that of Abel.


