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Doctrine of the Spirit of Man

1. The term spirit refers to the immaterial part of man that is a counterpart to the essential image
of God who is also a spirit.

 John 4:24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in
truth.

 Genesis 1:26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and
female created he them.

 Job 33:4 The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath of the Almighty hath given me
life.

2. Within the spirit of man are distinguishing elements to include will, intellect and emotion.
The interrelation between them as they affect the body and are manifested is more difficult to
distinguish.

 Genesis 41:8 And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent
and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told
them his dream; but there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh.

 Genesis 45:27 And they told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said unto them:
and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob their
father revived:

 Exodus 6:9 And Moses spake so unto the children of Israel: but they hearkened not unto
Moses for anguish of spirit, and for cruel bondage.

 Exodus 35:21 And they came, every one whose heart stirred him up, and every one whom
his spirit made willing, and they brought the LORD's offering to the work of the
tabernacle of the congregation, and for all his service, and for the holy garments.

3. The Spirit of God can influence and enhance the spirit of man.

 God can influence the spirit of man to bless instead of curse. Numbers 24:2 And Balaam
lifted up his eyes, and he saw Israel abiding in his tents according to their tribes; and the
spirit of God came upon him. 3 And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of
Beor hath said, and the man whose eyes are open hath said: 4 He hath said, which heard
the words of God, which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but having
his eyes open: 5 How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel! 6 As
the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens by the river's side, as the trees of lign aloes
which the LORD hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters.
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7 He shall pour the water out of his buckets, and his seed shall be in many waters, and
his king shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted. 8 God brought him
forth out of Egypt; he hath as it were the strength of an unicorn: he shall eat up the
nations his enemies, and shall break their bones, and pierce them through with his
arrows. 9 He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a great lion: who shall stir him up?
Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee. 10 And Balak's anger
was kindled against Balaam, and he smote his hands together: and Balak said unto
Balaam, I called thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast altogether blessed
them these three times.

 God can cause the spirit of the heart to be hardened. Deuteronomy 2:30 But Sihon king of
Heshbon would not let us pass by him: for the LORD thy God hardened his spirit, and
made his heart obstinate, that he might deliver him into thy hand, as appeareth this day.

4. Various emotions within the spirit do surface to be easily identifiable.

 The spirit of jealousy. Numbers 5:14 And the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be
jealous of his wife, and she be defiled: or if the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he
be jealous of his wife, and she be not defiled:

 The spirit of courage and faithfulness. Numbers 14:24 But my servant Caleb, because he
had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land
whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it.

 The spirit of wisdom. Deuteronomy 34:9 And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit
of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the children of Israel hearkened
unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses.

 The spirit of fear. Joshua 5:1 And it came to pass, when all the kings of the Amorites,
which were on the side of Jordan westward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, which
were by the sea, heard that the LORD had dried up the waters of Jordan from before the
children of Israel, until we were passed over, that their heart melted, neither was there
spirit in them any more, because of the children of Israel.

5. As the Spirit of God can influence or enhance the spirit of man so the spirit [will, emotions
and intellect] of one person can influence or enhance the spirit of another person.

 Numbers 11:17 And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take of the
spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the
people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone.

 Numbers 11:25 And the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of
the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came to pass,
that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease.

6. The terms soul and spirit are used interchangeably in Scripture. Both terms refer to the will,
emotions and intellect.
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 1 Samuel 1:15 And Hannah answered and said, No, my lord, I am a woman of a
sorrowful spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but have poured out my soul
before the LORD.

 Job 7:11 Therefore I will not refrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish of my spirit; I
will complain in the bitterness of my soul.

7. The essence of life is in the soul or spirit.

 Job 10:12 Thou hast granted me life and favour, and thy visitation hath preserved my
spirit.

8. In the spirit of man comes understanding.

 Job 32:8 But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty giveth them
understanding.


