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Doctrine of the Sin unto Death 

 

1 John 5:16 

 

“If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him 

life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for 

it.” 

 

1. One sin unto death involved a potential act of adultery.  

 

 Genesis 20:3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night, and said to him, Behold, 

thou art but a dead man, for the woman which thou hast taken; for she is a man's wife. 4 

But Abimelech had not come near her: and he said, Lord, wilt thou slay also a righteous 

nation? 5 Said he not unto me, She is my sister? And she, even she herself said, He is my 

brother: in the integrity of my heart and innocency of my hands have I done this. 6 And 

God said unto him in a dream, Yea, I know that thou didst this in the integrity of thy 

heart; for I also withheld thee from sinning against me: therefore suffered I thee not to 

touch her. 7 Now therefore restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall 

pray for thee, and thou shalt live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt 

surely die, thou, and all that are thine. 8 Therefore Abimelech rose early in the morning, 

and called all his servants, and told all these things in their ears: and the men were sore 

afraid.  

 

2. Moses was dying a sin unto death because he failed to place in the body of his son the sign of 

the covenant. 

 

 Exodus 4:24 And it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the LORD met him, and 

sought to kill him. 25 Then Zipporah took a sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her 

son, and cast it at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou to me. 26 So he let 

him go: then she said, A bloody husband thou art, because of the circumcision.  

 

3. The sin of idolatry, mingled with religious acts of sexual immorality, can be counted as a sin 

unto death.  

 

 Exodus 32:1 And when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down out of the 

mount, the people gathered themselves together unto Aaron, and said unto him, Up, make 

us gods, which shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man that brought us up out of 

the land of Egypt, we wot not what is become of him. 2 And Aaron said unto them, Break 

off the golden earrings, which are in the ears of your wives, of your sons, and of your 

daughters, and bring them unto me. 3 And all the people brake off the golden earrings 

which were in their ears, and brought them unto Aaron. 4 And he received them at their 

hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool, after he had made it a molten calf: and they 

said, These be thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 5 And 

when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it; and Aaron made proclamation, and said, 

Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD. 6 And they rose up early on the morrow, and offered 

burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, 

and rose up to play.  
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7 And the LORD said unto Moses, Go, get thee down; for thy people, which thou 

broughtest out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves: 8 They have turned aside 

quickly out of the way which I commanded them: they have made them a molten calf, and 

have worshipped it, and have sacrificed thereunto, and said, These be thy gods, O Israel, 

which have brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 9 And the LORD said unto Moses, I 

have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiffnecked people: 10 Now therefore let me 

alone, that my wrath may wax hot against them, and that I may consume them: and I will 

make of thee a great nation. 11 And Moses besought the LORD his God, and said, LORD, 

why doth thy wrath wax hot against thy people, which thou hast brought forth out of the 

land of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand? 12 Wherefore should the 

Egyptians speak, and say, For mischief did he bring them out, to slay them in the 

mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, 

and repent of this evil against thy people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, thy 

servants, to whom thou swarest by thine own self, and saidst unto them, I will multiply 

your seed as the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have spoken of will I give unto 

your seed, and they shall inherit it for ever. 14 And the LORD repented of the evil which 

he thought to do unto his people.  

 

4. In Numbers 12 the story is told that Miraim was dying a sin unto death for revolting against 

divinely ordained leadership.  

 

 Numbers 12:1 And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian 

woman whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman. 2 And they said, 

Hath the Lord indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us? And the 

Lord heard it. 3 (Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon 

the face of the earth.) 4 And the Lord spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and 

unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto the tabernacle of the congregation. And they three 

came out. 5 And the Lord came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of 

the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came forth. 6 And he said, 

Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will make myself known 

unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. 7 My servant Moses is not so, 

who is faithful in all mine house. 8 With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even 

apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the Lord shall he behold: 

wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses? 9 And the anger of 

the Lord was kindled against them; and he departed. 10 And the cloud departed from off 

the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked 

upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous. 11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my 

lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein 

we have sinned. 12 Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when 

he cometh out of his mother's womb. 13 And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, Heal her 

now, O God, I beseech thee. 
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5. In Numbers 14 the sin unto death came because of a revolt against Divine guidance.  

 

 Numbers 14:1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people 

wept that night. 2 And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against 

Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the 

land of Egypt! Or would God we had died in this wilderness! 3 And wherefore hath the 

LORD brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children 

should be a prey? Were it not better for us to return into Egypt? 4 And they said one to 

another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt. 5 Then Moses and Aaron fell 

on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel. 6 And 

Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that 

searched the land, rent their clothes: 7 And they spake unto all the company of the 

children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it, is an 

exceeding good land. 8 If the LORD delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and 

give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey. 9 Only rebel not ye against the 

LORD, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is 

departed from them, and the LORD is with us: fear them not. 10 But all the congregation 

bade stone them with stones. And the glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of the 

congregation before all the children of Israel. 11 And the LORD said unto Moses, How 

long will this people provoke me? And how long will it be ere they believe me, for all the 

signs which I have shewed among them? 12 I will smite them with the pestilence, and 

disinherit them, and will make of thee a greater nation and mightier than they. 

 

6. According to 2 Chronicles 30 an inappropriate handling of the Passover led some towards a 

premature death until Hezekiah interceded for them.  

 

 2 Chronicles 30:18 “a multitude of the people, even many of Ephraim, and Manasseh, 

Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet did they eat the Passover 

otherwise than it was written. But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, The good LORD 

pardon every one 19 That prepareth his heart to seek God, the LORD God of his fathers, 

though he be not cleansed according to the purification of the sanctuary. 20 And the 

LORD hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the people. “  

 

7. A parallel passage of eating the Lord’s Supper in an unworthy manner leading to a sin unto 

death is recorded in 1 Corinthians 11:27-31. 

 

 1 Corinthians 11:27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the 

Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 28 But let a man 

examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup. 29 For he that 

eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning 

the Lord's body. 30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 

31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.  
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8. In Job 42 being a false accuser brought the threat of divine wrath leading to the sin unto 

death.  

 

 Job 42:7 And it was so, that after the LORD had spoken these words unto Job, the LORD 

said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two 

friends: for ye have not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my servant Job hath. 8 

Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams, and go to my servant Job, 

and offer up for yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant Job shall pray for you: for 

him will I accept: lest I deal with you after your folly, in that ye have not spoken of me the 

thing which is right, like my servant Job. 9 So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the 

Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went, and did according as the LORD commanded 

them: the LORD also accepted Job.  

 

9. Having an unrepentant heart is a sin unto death.  

 

 Ezekiel 22:3 Then say thou, Thus saith the Lord GOD, The city sheddeth blood in the 

midst of it, that her time may come, and maketh idols against herself to defile herself. 4 

Thou art become guilty in thy blood that thou hast shed; and hast defiled thyself in thine 

idols which thou hast made; and thou hast caused thy days to draw near, and art come 

even unto thy years: therefore have I made thee a reproach unto the heathen, and a 

mocking to all countries. 5 Those that be near, and those that be far from thee, shall 

mock thee, which art infamous and much vexed. 6 Behold, the princes of Israel, every one 

were in thee to their power to shed blood. 7 In thee have they set light by father and 

mother: in the midst of thee have they dealt by oppression with the stranger: in thee have 

they vexed the fatherless and the widow. 8 Thou hast despised mine holy things, and hast 

profaned my Sabbaths. 9 In thee are men that carry tales to shed blood: and in thee they 

eat upon the mountains: in the midst of thee they commit lewdness. 10 In thee have they 

discovered their fathers' nakedness: in thee have they humbled her that was set apart for 

pollution. 11 And one hath committed abomination with his neighbour's wife; and 

another hath lewdly defiled his daughter in law; and another in thee hath humbled his 

sister, his father's daughter 12 In thee have they taken gifts to shed blood; thou hast taken 

usury and increase, and thou hast greedily gained of thy neighbours by extortion, and 

hast forgotten me, saith the Lord GOD. 13 Behold, therefore I have smitten mine hand at 

thy dishonest gain which thou hast made, and at thy blood which hath been in the midst 

of thee. 14 Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands be strong, in the days that I shall 

deal with thee? I the LORD have spoken it, and will do it. 15 And I will scatter thee 

among the heathen, and disperse thee in the countries, and will consume thy filthiness out 

of thee. 16 And thou shalt take thine inheritance in thyself in the sight of the heathen, and 

thou shalt know that I am the LORD. 17 And the word of the LORD came unto me, 

saying, 18 Son of man, the house of Israel is to me become dross: all they are brass, and 

tin, and iron, and lead, in the midst of the furnace; they are even the dross of silver. 19 

Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because ye are all become dross, behold, therefore I 

will gather you into the midst of Jerusalem. 20 As they gather silver, and brass, and iron, 

and lead, and tin, into the midst of the furnace, to blow the fire upon it, to melt it; so will 

I gather you in mine anger and in my fury, and I will leave you there, and melt you. 21 

Yea, I will gather you, and blow upon you in the fire of my wrath, and ye shall be melted 

in the midst thereof.  
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22 As silver is melted in the midst of the furnace, so shall ye be melted in the midst 

thereof; and ye shall know that I the LORD have poured out my fury upon you. 23 And 

the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 24 Son of man, say unto her, Thou art the 

land that is not cleansed, nor rained upon in the day of indignation. 25 There is a 

conspiracy of her prophets in the midst thereof, like a roaring lion ravening the prey; 

they have devoured souls; they have taken the treasure and precious things; they have 

made her many widows in the midst thereof. 26 Her priests have violated my law, and 

have profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and 

profane, neither have they shewed difference between the unclean and the clean, and 

have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. 27 Her princes in 

the midst thereof are like wolves ravening the prey, to shed blood, and to destroy souls, to 

get dishonest gain. 28 And her prophets have daubed them with untempered morter, 

seeing vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith the Lord GOD, when the 

LORD hath not spoken. 29 The people of the land have used oppression, and exercised 

robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy: yea, they have oppressed the stranger 

wrongfully. 30 And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and 

stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none. 

 


