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Doctrine of Principles of Experiencing God

Psalms 36:10

“O continue thy loving-kindness unto them that know thee;
and thy righteousness to the upright in heart.”

1. God is known by His names.

 “The Lord will Provide”

Genesis 22:1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and
said unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behold, here I am. 2 And he said, Take now thy
son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and
offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 3
And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his
young men with him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and
rose up, and went unto the place of which God had told him. 4 Then on the third day
Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. 5 And Abraham said unto his
young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and
come again to you. 6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon
Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them
together. 7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said,
Here am I, my son. And he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for
a burnt offering? 8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a
burnt offering: so they went both of them together. 9 And they came to the place which
God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and
bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched
forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. 11 And the angel of the LORD called
unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. 12 And he
said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him: for now I know
that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 13
And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a
thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt
offering in the stead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name of that place
Jehovah-jireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen. 15 And
the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, 16 And said,
By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast
not withheld thy son, thine only son: 17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in
multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is
upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 18 And in thy
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice.
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 “The Lord my Banner”

Exodus 17:8 Then came Amalek, and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said
unto Joshua, Choose us out men, and go out, fight with Amalek: tomorrow I will stand on
the top of the hill with the rod of God in mine hand. 10 So Joshua did as Moses had said
to him, and fought with Amalek: and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the
hill. 11 And it came to pass, when Moses held up his hand, that Israel prevailed: and
when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses' hands were heavy; and they
took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat thereon; and Aaron and Hur stayed up his
hands, the one on the one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were steady
until the going down of the sun. 13 And Joshua discomfited Amalek and his people with
the edge of the sword. 14 And the LORD said unto Moses, Write this for a memorial in a
book, and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance of
Amalek from under heaven. 15 And Moses built an altar, and called the name of it
Jehovah-nissi: [the Lord my banner].

 “I Am that I Am”

Exodus 3:13 And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come unto the children of Israel,
and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers hath sent me unto you; and they shall
say to me, What is his name? What shall I say unto them? 14 And God said unto Moses, I
AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM hath
sent me unto you.

2. There are many names by which we can experience God today.

 My witness John 16:19
 Bread of Life John 6:35
 Comforter in sorrow Jeremiah 8:18
 My Hope Psalm 71:5
 Defender of Wisdom Psalm 68:5
 The strength of my salvation Psalm 140:7
 Faithful and True Revelation 19:11
 Our Father Isaiah 64:8
 A Sure Foundation Isaiah 288:16
 My Friend Job 16:20
 Almighty God Genesis 17:1
 God of all Comfort 2 Corinthians 1:3
 God who Avenges Me Psalm 18:47
 God Who Saves Me Psalm 51:14
 Our Guide Psalm 48:14
 Our Head 2 Chronicles 13:12
 Head of the Church Ephesians 5:23
 My Hiding Place Psalm 32:7
 Good Teacher Mark 10:17
 Our Help Psalm 33:20
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 A Great High Priest Hebrews 4:14
 Holy One in Our Midst Hosea 11:9
 Righteous Judge 2 Timothy 4:8
 King of kings 1 Timothy 6:15
 Lord of the Harvest Matthew 9:38
 Mediator 1 Timothy 2:5
 Our Peace Ephesians 2:14
 Prince of Peace Isaiah 9:16
 My Redeemer Psalm 19:14
 Refuge and Strength Psalm 46:1
 My Salvation Exodus 15:2
 My Help Psalm 42:5
 The Good Shepherd John 10:11
 Lord Luke 2:29
 My Stronghold Psalm 18:2
 My Support 2 Samuel 22:19

3. There are three guiding truths in the process of experiencing God.

 God is love. He will always do what is best.
 God is all knowing. His directions are always right.
 God is all-powerful. He can enable every soul to accomplish His will.

4. There are three concepts involving commitment.

 Commit to following God one day at a time.
 Commit to following God even though the details are not clear.
 Commit to following God as the only true Way.

5. Remember that ordinary people can do extra ordinary things for God.

 Elijah. James 5:17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed
earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years
and six months. 18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought
forth her fruit.

 Peter and John. Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and
perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took
knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.

 D. L. Moody tells the story of Henry Varley who said one day in a hayfield that “The
world has yet to see what God can do with and for and through and in a man who is fully
and wholly consecrated to Him.”
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Special Note.

When a person says that nothing significant can happen through them they have said more
about their unbelief than about God. God is pleased to use weak vessels.

 1 Corinthians 1:26 For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called: 27 But God hath chosen the
foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of
the world to confound the things which are mighty; 28 And base things of the world, and
things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to
nought things that are: 29 That no flesh should glory in his presence. 30 But of him are
ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and
sanctification, and redemption: 31 That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let
him glory in the Lord.

6. To be used of God find out where God is working and go there. Then, find out what God is
doing and do it—as Jesus did.

 John 12:26 If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my
servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.

7. There are distinct realities of experiencing God.

 God uses men and women. Three elements are present.

When God speaks people know it is God.
When God speaks people know what He is saying.
When God speaks people know what to do in response.

 God is at work around us.

When God came to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob He was already at work around them. The
same is true with Moses. God was already working in Israel as He was preparing Moses
for inclusion in the work of the ministry. Exodus 2:23-25

The Father is at work already.

2 Kings 6:17 And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may
see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.

John 5:39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are
they which testify of me. 40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life.

A person can know God is at work by realizing the following.
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God draws people to Himself.
God causes people to seek after truth.
God reveals spiritual truth.
God through the Spirit convicts the world of sin.
God through the Spirit convicts the world of righteousness
God through the Spirit convicts the world of judgment.

 God pursues a continuing love relationship with us that is real and personal.

God always takes the initiative to come to individuals in a love relationship.

Exodus 24:12 And the Lord said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount, and be
there: and I will give thee tables of stone, and a law, and commandments which I have
written; that thou mayest teach them.

Exodus 24:15 And Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud covered the mount. 16 And
the glory of the Lord abode upon Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days: and the
seventh day he called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud.

Exodus 24:18 And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the Mount:
and Moses was in the Mount forty days and forty nights.

Exodus 33:7-34:10

Numbers 12:6 And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the
Lord will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. 7
My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house. 8 With him will I speak
mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the
Lord shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant
Moses?

 God invites us to become involved with Him in His work.

Exodus 3:8 And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to
bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a land flowing with
milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and
the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the
children of Israel is come unto me: and I have also seen the oppression wherewith the
Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pharaoh, that
thou mayest bring forth my people the children of Israel out of Egypt.

 God speaks by the Holy Spirit, through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the church
to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways.
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Exodus 3:2 And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the
midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was
not consumed. 3 And Moses said, I will now turn aside, and see this great sight, why the
bush is not burnt. 4 And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God called unto
him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. 5 And
he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon
thou standest is holy ground. 6 Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was
afraid to look upon God. 7 And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my
people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I
know their sorrows; 8 And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good land and a large, unto a
land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and
the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites.

Numbers 12:6 And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the
Lord will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. 7
My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house. 8 With him will I speak
mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the
Lord shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant
Moses?

 God’s invitation to work with Him always leads to a crisis of belief that requires faith and
action.

God wants to know who will recognize Him. Exodus 3:11 And Moses said unto God,
Who am I, that I should go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the children of
Israel out of Egypt? 12 And he said, Certainly I will be with thee; and this shall be a
token unto thee, that I have sent thee: When thou hast brought forth the people out of
Egypt, ye shall serve God upon this mountain. 13 And Moses said unto God, Behold,
when I come unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto them, The God of your fathers
hath sent me unto you; and they shall say to me, What is his name? What shall I say unto
them? 14 And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM: and he said, Thus shalt thou say
unto the children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you.

God wants to know who will believe Him. Exodus 4:1 And Moses answered and said,
But, behold, they will not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they will say, The
Lord hath not appeared unto thee.

God wants to know who will serve Him despite limited natural abilities.

Exodus 4:10 And Moses said unto the Lord, O my Lord, I am not eloquent, neither
heretofore, nor since thou hast spoken unto thy servant: but I am slow of speech, and of a
slow tongue.

Exodus 4:13 And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou
wilt send.
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Faith wins the victory.

Hebrews 11:24 By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son
of Pharaoh's daughter; 25 Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God,
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; 26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the
reward. 27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured,
as seeing him who is invisible. 28 Through faith he kept the Passover, and the sprinkling
of blood, lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them. 29 By faith they passed
through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.

Special Note.

The Bible describes the initiative God takes to have a love relationship.

 Deuteronomy 30:6 And the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy
seed, to love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest
live.

 Luke 10:22 All things are delivered to me of my Father: and no man knoweth who the
Son is, but the Father; and who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the Son will
reveal him.

 John 15:16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye
should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye
shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.

 1 John 3:16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us:
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

 Revelation 3:20 Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my voice, and
open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me.

To love God we must live for Him, not only in time but with a view towards eternity.

 Philippians 3:4 Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man
thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: 5 Circumcised the eighth
day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as
touching the law, a Pharisee; 6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the
righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 7 But what things were gain to me, those I
counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things,
and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 9 And be found in him, not having
mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ,
the righteousness which is of God by faith:
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10 That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; 11 If by any means I might attain
unto the resurrection of the dead. 12 Not as though I had already attained, either were
already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am
apprehended of Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but
this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before, 14 I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling
of God in Christ Jesus.

To love God is to establish priorities.

Matthew 6:19 Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: 20 But lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not
break through nor steal: 21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 22
The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be
full of light. 23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If
therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!

God never asks people to dream dreams. Rather God says this is what I am going to do, join me.

 A person must make major adjustments in life to join God in what He is doing.

Moses had to make some radical adjustments. Exodus 4:19, 20 but every step of gospel
obedience brought Moses (and Israel) to a greater knowledge of God (Ex. 6:1-8)

 A person can always know God by experience, as there is gospel obedience.

8. When God chooses to reveal Himself He does it in one of three ways: in the person of the
Father, in the person of the Son, and in the person of the Holy Spirit

 John 14:9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not
known me, Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then,
Shew us the Father? 10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me?
The words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me,
he doeth the works.


