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Doctrine of Participation with Christ

1. A good starting place in trying to understand this grand concept of participation with Christ
in His person and work is to bear in mind that the work of the Holy Spirit is to graft the
believer into Christ, as a gardener would graft the branch of a tree into the main body of
another.

2. The Apostle Paul dwells upon this grafting process in Romans 11 for true conversion is just
this. It is a grafting of a person into Christ. We must be rooted into the very Trunk of the
Eternal Godhead and we are. 2 Peter 1:4 goes so far as to teach that we are made partakers of
the Divine Nature. The Spirit Himself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are of God,
children “heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ.”

 Romans 8:17 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so
be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

3. Not only does the Holy Spirit unite us into Christ, but also He brings conviction of the sin of
a divided heart. The Lord does not want us to be double minded but to seek Him with all of
our heart and mind and soul and body.

4. When the heart is united, when the life is grafted into Christ and rooted in Him, there is such
an essential unity that the life of the Lord becomes our life. And all that has happened and
does happen to Him happened and happens to us.

5. The reality of this spiritual truth is reflected in a cardinal Pauline doctrine which is that we
have been co-crucifixed with Christ. In spiritual language, Christ died at Calvary but so did
every believer! Consider the following passages:

 Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for me.

 Romans 6:6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin
might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.

 Romans 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2
God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?

 Colossians 3:3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

6. For Paul, identification and a participation in the crucifixion of Christ was something very
real. The realization of a co-crucifixion with Christ helps us to understand other spiritual
realities of participation with Christ.

We are participates of Christ's resurrection.
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 Ephesians 2:6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus:

 Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for me.

We are participants of Christ's ascension.

 Ephesians 2:6 And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus:

 Ephesians 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed
us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:

 Revelation 3:21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I
also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.

And we are participants of Christ's victory over sin and Satan.

 Hebrews 2;14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also
himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil;

 Colossians 2:14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which
was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross; 15 And having
spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them
in it. 16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday,
or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:

7. Here is a great truth. We are not so much to Imitate Christ as we are to Participate with Him
in all that He has done and is doing.

Does Christ pray? Let us pray.
Does Christ seek to save the lost? Let us seek to save the lost.
Does Christ reign over sin and Satan? He has made us kings and priests unto our God.
Does Christ live without sin? Let us not be in bondage to any sin.

We are designed to live and move and have our freedom and our life hidden in God in Christ
Jesus.

8. As your read the Bible, look for those passages that teach how we participate in Christ: His
death, His burial, His resurrection, His ascension, His session, His present reign, and His
soon return.


