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Doctrine of Moses

The Murder, Killings, and Executions Authorized by Moses

The Murder in which Moses was
Personally Involved

1. The first time Moses killed a man, he was about forty years of age.

 Exodus 2:11 And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was grown, that he went
out unto his brethren, and looked on their burdens: and he spied an Egyptian smiting
an Hebrew, one of his brethren. 12 And he looked this way and that way, and when he
saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and hid him in the sand.

The Killings in which Moses was
Directly Involved in a Leadership Capacity in Israel

2. Moses ordered the execution by the sword of individuals who engaged in the worship of
the golden calf. The number butchered was 3,000.

 Exodus 32:26 Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the
Lord's side? Let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves
together unto him. 27 And he said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Put
every man his sword by his side, and go in and out from gate to gate throughout the
camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man his companion, and every man
his neighbour. 28 And the children of Levi did according to the word of Moses: and
there fell of the people that day about three thousand men.

3. Moses commanded the stoning of a man found collecting sticks for firewood on the
Sabbath.

 Numbers 15:32 And while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a
man that gathered sticks upon the Sabbath day. 33 And they that found him gathering
sticks brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all the congregation. 35 And the
Lord said unto Moses, The man shall be surely put to death: all the congregation
shall stone him with stones without the camp. 34 And they put him in ward, because it
was not declared what should be done to him. 36 And all the congregation brought
him without the camp, and stoned him with stones, and he died; as the Lord
commanded Moses

4. Moses ordered the beheading of Israelite men engaged in the cult worship of Baal-peor.

 Numbers 25:4 And the Lord said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and
hang them up before the Lord against the sun, that the fierce anger of the Lord may
be turned away from Israel. 5 And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every
one his men that were joined unto Baal-peor.
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5. Moses ordered the slaughter of many Midianite women and their male children. Virgins
were to be kept from death for marriage to the Israelite men.

 Numbers 31:15 And Moses said unto them, Have ye saved all the women alive? 16
Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to commit
trespass against the Lord in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague among the
congregation of the Lord. 17 Now therefore kill every male among the little ones, and
kill every woman that hath known man by lying with him. 18 But all the women
children, that have not known a man by lying with him, keep alive for yourselves.

The Executions Moses Authorized

6. Some of the Laws laid down by Moses led to the death of individuals by stoning for the
following reasons.

 Child sacrifice. Leviticus 20:2 Again, thou shalt say to the children of Israel,
Whosoever he be of the children of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn in Israel,
that giveth any of his seed unto Molech; he shall surely be put to death: the people of
the land shall stone him with stones.

 Cursing. Leviticus 24:14 Bring forth him that hath cursed without the camp; and let
all that heard him lay their hands upon his head, and let all the congregation stone
him.

 Blaspheme. Leviticus 24:16 And he that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, he shall
surely be put to death, and all the congregation shall certainly stone him: as well the
stranger, as he that is born in the land, when he blasphemeth the name of the Lord,
shall be put to death.

 Proselytizing. Deuteronomy 13:6 If thy brother, the son of thy mother, or thy son, or
thy daughter, or the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend, which is as thine own soul,
entice thee secretly, saying, Let us go and serve other gods, which thou hast not
known, thou, nor thy fathers; 7 Namely, of the gods of the people which are round
about you, nigh unto thee, or far off from thee, from the one end of the earth even
unto the other end of the earth; 8 Thou shalt not consent unto him, nor hearken unto
him; neither shall thine eye pity him, neither shalt thou spare, neither shalt thou
conceal him: 9 But thou shalt surely kill him; thine hand shall be first upon him to put
him to death, and afterwards the hand of all the people. 10 And thou shalt stone him
with stones, that he die; because he hath sought to thrust thee away from the Lord thy
God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.
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 Idolatry. Deuteronomy 17:2 If there be found among you, within any of thy gates
which the Lord thy God giveth thee, man or woman, that hath wrought wickedness in
the sight of the Lord thy God, in transgressing his covenant, 3 And hath gone and
served other gods, and worshipped them, either the sun, or moon, or any of the host of
heaven, which I have not commanded; 4 And it be told thee, and thou hast heard of it,
and inquired diligently, and, behold, it be true, and the thing certain, that such
abomination is wrought in Israel:5 Then shalt thou bring forth that man or that
woman, which have committed that wicked thing, unto thy gates, even that man or
that woman, and shalt stone them with stones, till they die.

 Having an unrepentant rebellious child. Deuteronomy 21:18 If a man have a stubborn
and rebellious son, which will not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his
mother, and that, when they have chastened him, will not hearken unto them: 19 Then
shall his father and his mother lay hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of
his city, and unto the gate of his place; 20 And they shall say unto the elders of his
city, This our son is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey our voice; he is a
glutton, and a drunkard. 21 And all the men of his city shall stone him with stones,
that he die: so shalt thou put evil away from among you; and all Israel shall hear,
and fear. 22 And if a man have committed a sin worthy of death, and he be to be put
to death, and thou hang him on a tree: 23 His body shall not remain all night upon
the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for he that is hanged is
accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the Lord thy God giveth thee for
an inheritance.


