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Doctrine of the Various Judgments of Scripture

1. The judgment of Satan and the fallen angels.

 Isaiah 14:12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How art
thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 13 For thou hast said in
thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will
sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14 I will ascend
above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High.

 Matthew 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:

2. The judgment of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.

 Genesis 3: 8 And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool
of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
amongst the trees of the garden. 9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto
him, Where art thou? 10 And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid,
because I was naked; and I hid myself. 11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast
naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not
eat? 12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of
the tree, and I did eat. 13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou
hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 14 And the
LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all
cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt
thou eat all the days of thy life: 15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel. 16 Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception;
in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he
shall rule over thee. 17 And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the
voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou
shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the
days of thy life; 18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat
the herb of the field; 19 In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto
the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou
return.

3. The judgment of Adam’s posterity.

 Galatians 3:22 But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of
Jesus Christ might be given to them that believe.
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 Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 13 (For until the law sin was in
the world: but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned
from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's
transgression, who is the figure of him that was to come. 15 But not as the offence, so
also is the free gift. For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace
of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto
many.

4. The judgment unto moral degeneracy.

 Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 19 Because that which
may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 20 For the
invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are
without excuse: 21 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God,
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened. 22 Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23 And changed the
glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds,
and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 24 Wherefore God also gave them up to
uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between
themselves: 25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the
creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 26 For this cause God
gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use into
that which is against nature: 27 And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with men working that which is
unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which was meet. 28
And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 29 Being filled with all
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy,
murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 30 Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful,
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 Without
understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: 32
Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of
death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

5. The judgment of Christ for the sin of the world.

 Isaiah 53:4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem
him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 5 But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with
his stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one
to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
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 2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.

 1 Peter 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being
dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.

6. The judgment of Christ which frees the believer from sin’s reign as a principle of power.

 Romans 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in
newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we
shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that our old man is
crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with him: 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the
dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. 10 For in that he died, he
died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 11 Likewise reckon ye also
yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

 Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me, and gave himself for me.

 Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death.

7. The self-judgment of the believer.

 1 Corinthians 11:31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.

8. The judgment of God as He disciplines His owns.

 Hebrews 12:4 You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving
against sin; 5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons,
“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, Nor faint when you are
reproved by Him; 6 For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, And He scourges
every son whom He receives.” 7 It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you
as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 But if you are
without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children
and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected
them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live?
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10 For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us
for our good, that we may share His holiness. 11 All discipline for the moment seems not
to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields
the peaceful fruit of righteousness.

9. God disciplines His children for a variety of reasons but mainly to bring a wayward child
who refuses to judge himself back into fellowship.

 1 Corinthians 11:31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. 32 But
when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with
the world.

 Psalms 32:3 When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day
long. 4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the
drought of summer. Selah. 5 I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I
not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the
iniquity of my sin. Selah.

10. Divine discipline is part of the training process by which God’s children are brought into the
experience of God’s holiness.

 Hebrews 12:10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but
he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness.

11. Divine discipline is an expression and a proof of God’s love.

 Hebrews 12:6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom
he receiveth.

 Hebrews 12:8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye
bastards, and not sons.

12. Divine discipline is designed to produce obedience and to protect the believer against an
untimely physical death.

 Hebrews 12:9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we
gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits,
and live?

 Romans 8:13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do
mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

 1 Corinthians 11:30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many
sleep.
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13. Divine discipline yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.

 Hebrews 12:11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous:
nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which
are exercised thereby.

14. There is the righteous judgment of human opinion.

15. Generally speaking human judgment must not take place to quickly or without caution. The
principle is stated in Matthew 7:1-5.

 Matthew 7:1 Judge not, that ye be not judged. 2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye
shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again. 3 And
why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that
is in thine own eye? 4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of
thine eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye? 5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the
beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy
brother's eye.

16. In doubtful matters even more caution is to be exercised.

 Romans 14:1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. 2
For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. 3 Let not
him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not judge him
that eateth: for God hath received him. 4 Who art thou that judgest another man's
servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is
able to make him stand. 5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth
every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.

17. However, Scripture does allow for critical discernment on certain matters. For instance,
Matthew 7 which tells us not to judge also commands that holy matters not be given to
swine.

 Matthew 7:6 Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before
swine, lest they trample them under their feet, and turn again and rend you.

18. How can the category of swine, referring to those incapable of appreciating the truth, be
made apart from critical discernment or a certain judgment?

19. In addition believers are called upon to make judgments in the sense of evaluations when it
comes to selecting elders and deacons, or in dealing with those who have fallen into sin.
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 1 Timothy 3:1 This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a
good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober,
of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach; 3 Not given to wine, no striker, not
greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous; 4 One that ruleth well his
own house, having his children in subjection with all gravity; 5 (For if a man know not
how to rule his own house, how shall he take care of the church of God?) 6 Not a novice,
lest being lifted up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover he
must have a good report of them which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the
snare of the devil. 8 Likewise must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to
much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre; 9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure
conscience. 10 And let these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon,
being found blameless. 11 Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober,
faithful in all things. 12 Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children
and their own houses well. 13 For they that have used the office of a deacon well
purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ
Jesus.

 Galatians 6:1-5 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore
such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 2
Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 3 For if a man think
himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself. 4 But let every man
prove his own work, and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in
another. 5 For every man shall bear his own burden.

 2 Thessalonians 3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not
after the tradition which he received of us. 7 For yourselves know how ye ought to follow
us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; 8 Neither did we eat any man's
bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might not
be chargeable to any of you: 9 Not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an
ensample unto you to follow us. 10 For even when we were with you, this we commanded
you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat. 11 For we hear that there are
some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. 12 Now
them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness
they work, and eat their own bread. 13 But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing. 14
And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have no company
with him, that he may be ashamed. 15 Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him
as a brother.

20. The judgment of the righteous and unrighteous at the bema seat of Christ.

 John 5:28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice, 29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.
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 2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every
one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it
be good or bad.

 Revelation 20:11 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face
the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them. 12 And I saw
the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things
which were written in the books, according to their works. 13 And the sea gave up the
dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in them: and
they were judged every man according to their works. 14 And death and hell were cast
into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And whosoever was not found written in
the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

Special Note.

The bema is an elevated platform. In ancient Athens, it was used an orator's podium. In
synagogues, it is also known as a bima or bimah and is for Torah reading during services. In
Orthodox churches, a bema is the raised area around the altar, or the sanctuary. In antiquity it
was made of stone (Wikipedia).


