
1

Doctrine of Premature Death

Reasons for a Pre-mature Death

1. Failure to make the proper sound when ministering before the Lord could cause the death of
the high priest.

 Exodus 28:33 And beneath upon the hem of it thou shalt make pomegranates of blue, and
of purple, and of scarlet, round about the hem thereof; and bells of gold between them
round about: 34 A golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate,
upon the hem of the robe round about. 35 And it shall be upon Aaron to minister: and his
sound shall be heard when he goeth in unto the holy place before the LORD, and when he
cometh out, that he die not.

2. Failure to wear the proper clothing before the Lord could induce a premature death.

 Exodus 28: 42 And thou shalt make them linen breeches to cover their nakedness; from
the loins even unto the thighs they shall reach: 43 And they shall be upon Aaron, and
upon his sons, when they come in unto the tabernacle of the congregation, or when they
come near unto the altar to minister in the holy place; that they bear not iniquity, and
die: it shall be a statute for ever unto him and his seed after him.

3. Failure to be properly cleansed when ministering before the Lord could induce a pre-mature
death.

 Exodus 30:20 When they go into the tabernacle of the congregation, they shall wash with
water, that they die not; or when they come near to the altar to minister, to burn offering
made by fire unto the LORD:

 Exodus 30:21 So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they die not: and it shall
be a statute for ever to them, even to him and to his seed throughout their generations.

4. Failure to abide at the door of the Tabernacle for a prescribed number of days could induce a
pre-mature death.

 Leviticus 8:35 Therefore shall ye abide at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation
day and night seven days, and keep the charge of the LORD, that ye die not: for so I am
commanded.

5. A show of disrespect to God by uncovering the head or tearing the clothing could induce a
pre-mature death.

 Leviticus 10:7 And ye shall not go out from the door of the tabernacle of the
congregation, lest ye die: for the anointing oil of the LORD is upon you. And they did
according to the word of Moses.
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 Leviticus 10:6 And Moses said unto Aaron, and unto Eleazar and unto Ithamar, his sons,
Uncover not your heads, neither rend your clothes; lest ye die, and lest wrath come upon
all the people: but let your brethren, the whole house of Israel, bewail the burning which
the LORD hath kindled.

6. An inappropriate use of alcoholic beverages while ministering before the Lord could induce a
pre-mature death.

 Leviticus 10:9 Do not drink wine nor strong drink, thou, nor thy sons with thee, when ye
go into the tabernacle of the congregation, lest ye die: it shall be a statute for ever
throughout your generations:

7. Failure to be holy at an appointed time could induce a pre-mature death.

 Leviticus 15:31 Thus shall ye separate the children of Israel from their uncleanness; that
they die not in their uncleanness, when they defile my tabernacle that is among them.

8. Coming uninvited into the Holy of Holies could induce a pre-mature death.

 Leviticus 16:2 And the LORD said unto Moses, Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that he
come not at all times into the holy place within the vail before the mercy seat, which is
upon the ark; that he die not: for I will appear in the cloud upon the mercy seat.

9. Failure to put the incense upon the fire before the Lord so a cloud could cover the mercy seat
would induce a pre-mature death.

 Leviticus 16:13 And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the LORD, that the
cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not:

10. An unauthorized and inappropriate touching of holy objects or even looking at the sacred
objects while transporting the Tabernacle could induce a pre-mature death.

 Numbers 4:15 And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering the
sanctuary, and all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that,
the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they
die. These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the
congregation.

 Numbers 4:19 But thus do unto them, that they may live, and not die, when they approach
unto the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in, and appoint them every one to
his service and to his burden:

 Numbers 4:20 But they shall not go in to see when the holy things are covered, lest they
die.
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11. Excessive murmuring and complaining can induce a pre-mature death.

 Numbers 14:35 I the LORD have said, I will surely do it unto all this evil congregation,
that are gathered together against me: in this wilderness they shall be consumed, and
there they shall die.

 Numbers 17:10 And the LORD said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod again before the
testimony, to be kept for a token against the rebels; and thou shalt quite take away their
murmurings from me, that they die not.

 Numbers 26:65 For the LORD had said of them, They shall surely die in the wilderness.
And there was not left a man of them, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the
son of Nun.


