
1 

 

Doctrine of Christ as Confrontational  

 

1. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus had pronounced multiple blessings on those who would 

honor His teachings.  

 

2. In Matthew 23, the Lord pronounces seven woes on those who do are religious but not 

righteous.    

 

3. The Hebrew word for “woe” (howy, hoh’ee) is used in the Old Testament to convey the idea 

of astonishment: “oh!”  There are six woes in Isaiah 5:8-23 and five in Habakkuk 2:6-20.  

 

 Isaiah 5:8 Woe unto them that join house to house, that lay field to field, till there be no 

place, that they may be placed alone in the midst of the earth! 9 In mine ears said the 

Lord of hosts, Of a truth many houses shall be desolate, even great and fair, without 

inhabitant. 10 Yea, ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, and the seed of an homer 

shall yield an ephah. 11 Woe unto them that rise up early in the morning, that they may 

follow strong drink; that continue until night, till wine inflame them! 12 And the harp, 

and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, and wine, are in their feasts: but they regard not the 

work of the Lord, neither consider the operation of his hands. 13 Therefore my people 

are gone into captivity, because they have no knowledge: and their honourable men are 

famished, and their multitude dried up with thirst. 14 Therefore hell hath enlarged 

herself, and opened her mouth without measure: and their glory, and their multitude, and 

their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, shall descend into it. 15 And the mean man shall be 

brought down, and the mighty man shall be humbled, and the eyes of the lofty shall be 

humbled: 16 But the Lord of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy 

shall be sanctified in righteousness. 17 Then shall the lambs feed after their manner, and 

the waste places of the fat ones shall strangers eat. 18 Woe unto them that draw iniquity 

with cords of vanity, and sin as it were with a cart rope: 19 That say, Let him make 

speed, and hasten his work, that we may see it: and let the counsel of the Holy One of 

Israel draw nigh and come, that we may know it! 20 Woe unto them that call evil good, 

and good evil; that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, 

and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in 

their own sight! 22 Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to 

mingle strong drink: 23 Which justify the wicked for reward, and take away the 

righteousness of the righteous from him! 

 

 Habakkuk 2:6  Shall not all these take up a parable against him, and a taunting proverb 

against him, and say, Woe to him that increaseth that which is not his! How long? And to 

him that ladeth himself with thick clay! 7 Shall they not rise up suddenly that shall bite 

thee, and awake that shall vex thee, and thou shalt be for booties unto them? 8 Because 

thou hast spoiled many nations, all the remnant of the people shall spoil thee; because of 

men's blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein. 9 

Woe to him that coveteth an evil covetousness to his house, that he may set his nest on 

high, that he may be delivered from the power of evil! 10 Thou hast consulted shame to 

thy house by cutting off many people, and hast sinned against thy soul. 11 For the stone 

shall cry out of the wall, and the beam out of the timber shall answer it.  
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12 Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and stablisheth a city by iniquity!13 

Behold, is it not of the Lord of hosts that the people shall labour in the very fire, and the 

people shall weary themselves for very vanity?14 For the earth shall be filled with the 

knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 15 Woe unto him that 

giveth his neighbour drink, that puttest thy bottle to him, and makest him drunken also, 

that thou mayest look on their nakedness! 16 Thou art filled with shame for glory: drink 

thou also, and let thy foreskin be uncovered: the cup of the Lord's right hand shall be 

turned unto thee, and shameful spewing shall be on thy glory. 17 For the violence of 

Lebanon shall cover thee, and the spoil of beasts, which made them afraid, because of 

men's blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein.18 

What profiteth the graven image that the maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image, 

and a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trusteth therein, to make dumb idols?19 

Woe unto him that saith to the wood, Awake; to the dumb stone, Arise, it shall teach! 

Behold, it is laid over with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in the midst of it. 

20 But the Lord is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence before him. 

 

4. The word “woe” (Gk.  karmel, kar-mel’), a planted field (garden, orchard, vineyard or park); 

by implication, garden produce. In context the term is used in the New Testament to convey 

the idea of a lament or wail in the fullness of time, or final end.  

 

5. Each of the woes used by Jesus in Matthew 23 is followed by a reason.  

 

 Matthew 23:13 But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye shut up the 

kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them 

that are entering to go in. 

 

 Matthew 23:15 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye compass sea 

and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold more the 

child of hell than yourselves. 

 

 Matthew 23:16 Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, Whosoever shall swear by the 

temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the gold of the temple, he is a debtor! 

17 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, or the temple that sanctifieth the 

gold? 18 And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it is nothing; but whosoever sweareth 

by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. 19 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the 

gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift? 20 Whoso therefore shall swear by the altar, 

sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. 21 And whoso shall swear by the temple, 

sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein. 22 And he that shall swear by heaven, 

sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that sitteth thereon. 

 

 Matthew 23:23 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye pay tithe of mint 

and anise and cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, judgment, 

mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 24 Ye 

blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 
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 Matthew 23:25 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye make clean the 

outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess. 26 

Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse first that which is within the cup and platter, that the 

outside of them may be clean also. 

 

 Matthew 23:27 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like unto 

whited sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead 

men's bones, and of all uncleanness. 28 Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto 

men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. 

 

 Matthew 23:29 Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because ye build the 

tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres of the righteous, 30 And say, If we had 

been in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood 

of the prophets. 31 Wherefore ye be witnesses unto yourselves, that ye are the children of 

them which killed the prophets. 32 Fill ye up then the measure of your fathers. 33 Ye 

serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell? 34 

Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of 

them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and 

persecute them from city to city:  35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood 

shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of 

Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar. 36 Verily I say unto you, All 

these things shall come upon this generation. 

 

6. Because Jesus was confrontational, the chief priests and scribes sought to kill Him.  

 

 Luke 22:2 And the chief priests and scribes sought how they might kill him; for they 

feared the people.  

 

 John 5:18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only had 

broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making himself equal with 

God. 

 

 John 7:1 After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jewry, 

because the Jews sought to kill him. 

 

7. Like Christ, Christians are to contend for the faith, without being contentious.  

 

 Jude 3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it 

was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for 

the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. 


