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Doctrine of Backsliding

1. The backslider loves to boast.

 Matthew 26:33 Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended
because of thee, yet will I never be offended.

 Proverbs 16:18 Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.

2. The backslider is bold enough to contradict the Christ.

 Matthew 26:33 Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended
because of thee, yet will I never be offended. 34 Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto
thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 35 Peter said unto
him, Though I should die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. Likewise also said all the
disciples.

3. The backslider will be tempted to sleep instead of pray.

 Matthew 26:40 And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto
Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour?

 Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is
willing, but the flesh is weak.

4. The backslider fails to mortify or put to death the flesh.

 Colossians 3:5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication,
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is
idolatry:

5. The backslider relies more upon the arm of the flesh than in God.

 Matthew 26:51 And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus stretched out his hand,
and drew his sword, and struck a servant of the high priest's, and smote off his ear.

6. Backsliding will cause the Christian to forsook Christ and flee.

 Matthew 26:56 But all this was done, that the scriptures of the prophets might be
fulfilled. Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.

7. The backslider is tempted to follow Christ afar off and not up close.
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 Matthew 26:58 But Peter followed him afar off unto the high priest's palace, and went in,
and sat with the servants, to see the end.

8. The backslider will be tempted to sit with the Lord's enemies.

 Matthew 26:58 But Peter followed him afar off unto the high priest's palace, and went in,
and sat with the servants, to see the end.

9. The backslider is prone to give up hope and become discouraged

 Matthew 26:58 But Peter followed him afar off unto the high priest's palace, and went in,
and sat with the servants, to see the end.

10. The backslider is often afraid of men.

 Matthew 26:69 Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him,
saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. 70 But he denied before them all, saying, I
know not what thou sayest. 71 And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid
saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth.
72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man. 73 And after a while came
unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy
speech bewrayeth thee. 74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the
man. And immediately the cock crew.

11. The backslider will not hesitate to lie.

 Matthew 26:69 Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him,
saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. 70 But he denied before them all, saying, I
know not what thou sayest. 71 And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid
saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth.
72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man. 73 And after a while came
unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy
speech bewrayeth thee. 74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the
man. And immediately the cock crew.

12. The backslider will be tempted to curse Christ.

 Matthew 26:69 Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him,
saying, Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee. 70 But he denied before them all, saying, I
know not what thou sayest. 71 And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid
saw him, and said unto them that were there, This fellow was also with Jesus of Nazareth.

72 And again he denied with an oath, I do not know the man. 73 And after a while came
unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter, Surely thou also art one of them; for thy
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speech bewrayeth thee. 74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the
man. And immediately the cock crew.


