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Doctrine of Adultery

1. Adultery is the willful violation of the marriage vows through sexual activity by a
married man with a woman not his wife, or by a married woman with a man not her
husband.

 Leviticus 20:10 And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife,
even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the
adulteress shall surely be put to death.

 Ezekiel 16:38 And I will judge thee, as women that break wedlock and shed blood
are judged; and I will give thee blood in fury and jealousy.

 Ezekiel 23:45 And the righteous men, they shall judge them after the manner of
adulteresses, and after the manner of women that shed blood; because they are
adulteresses, and blood is in their hands.

 Hosea 4:13 They sacrifice upon the tops of the mountains, and burn incense upon
the hills, under oaks and poplars and elms, because the shadow thereof is good:
therefore your daughters shall commit whoredom, and your spouses shall commit
adultery. 14 I will not punish your daughters when they commit whoredom, nor
your spouses when they commit adultery: for themselves are separated with
whores, and they sacrifice with harlots: therefore the people that doth not
understand shall fall.

 Hosea 3:1 Then said the LORD unto me, Go yet, love a woman beloved of her
friend, yet an adulteress, according to the love of the LORD toward the children
of Israel, who look to other gods, and love flagons of wine.

 Proverbs 30:20 Such is the way of an adulterous woman; she eateth, and wipeth
her mouth, and saith, I have done no wickedness.

2. Sexual relations with wives of a polygamous marriage or with concubines were not
considered adultery in the ancient world though it was by God.

3. Adultery was punishable by death and by stoning. If a slave woman was guilty of this
offense she was to be scourged. The man was to offer a trespass offering (a ram) by
the priests.

 Leviticus 18:20 Moreover thou shalt not lie carnally with thy neighbour's wife, to
defile thyself with her.

 Leviticus 20:10 And the man that committeth adultery with another man's wife,
even he that committeth adultery with his neighbour's wife, the adulterer and the
adulteress shall surely be put to death.
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 Deuteronomy 22:22 If a man be found lying with a woman married to an
husband, then they shall both of them die, both the man that lay with the woman,
and the woman: so shalt thou put away evil from Israel. 23 If a damsel that is a
virgin be betrothed unto an husband, and a man find her in the city, and lie with
her; 24 Then ye shall bring them both out unto the gate of that city, and ye shall
stone them with stones that they die; the damsel, because she cried not, being in
the city; and the man, because he hath humbled his neighbour's wife: so thou
shalt put away evil from among you.

 Leviticus 19:20 And whosoever lieth carnally with a woman, that is a bondmaid,
betrothed to an husband, and not at all redeemed, nor freedom given her; she
shall be scourged; they shall not be put to death, because she was not free. 21
And he shall bring his trespass offering unto the LORD, unto the door of the
tabernacle of the congregation, even a ram for a trespass offering. 22 And the
priest shall make an atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering
before the LORD for his sin which he hath done: and the sin which he hath done
shall be forgiven him.

4. God forbade adultery in the seventh commandment.

 Exodus 20:14 Thou shalt not commit adultery.

 Leviticus 18:20 Moreover thou shalt not lie carnally with thy neighbour's wife, to
defile thyself with her.

5. Jesus stated the ideal status of marriage from the beginning was to be one man for one
woman.

 Matthew 19:4 And he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he
which made them at the beginning made them male and female.

6. Paul continued this teaching.

 Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church,
and gave himself for it; 26 That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing
of water by the word, 27 That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without
blemish. 28 So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth
his wife loveth himself. 29 For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but
nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 30 For we are
members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 31 For this cause shall a man
leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall
be one flesh. 32 This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the
church. 33 Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as
himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.
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 1 Corinthians 7:1 Now concerning the things whereof ye wrote unto me: It is
good for a man not to touch a woman. 2 Nevertheless, to avoid fornication, let
every man have his own wife, and let every woman have her own husband. 3 Let
the husband render unto the wife due benevolence: and likewise also the wife unto
the husband. 4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but the husband: and
likewise also the husband hath not power of his own body, but the wife. 5 Defraud
ye not one the other, except it be with consent for a time, that ye may give
yourselves to fasting and prayer; and come together again, that Satan tempt you
not for your incontinency. 6 But I speak this by permission, and not of
commandment. 7 For I would that all men were even as I myself. But every man
hath his proper gift of God, one after this manner, and another after that. 8 I say
therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is good for them if they abide even as I.
9 But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it is better to marry than to burn.
10 And unto the married I command, yet not I, but the Lord, Let not the wife
depart from her husband: 11 But and if she depart, let her remain unmarried, or
be reconciled to her husband: and let not the husband put away his wife. 12 But
to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and
she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away. 13 And the woman
which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her,
let her not leave him.

 1 Timothy 3:12 Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children
and their own houses well.

7. In a spiritual sense, the worship of false gods (idolatry) was considered to be adultery.

 Jeremiah 3:8 And I saw, when for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel
committed adultery I had put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; yet her
treacherous sister Judah feared not, but went and played the harlot also. 9 And it
came to pass through the lightness of her whoredom, that she defiled the land,
and committed adultery with stones and with stocks.

 Ezekiel 23:37 That they have committed adultery, and blood is in their hands, and
with their idols have they committed adultery, and have also caused their sons,
whom they bare unto me, to pass for them through the fire, to devour them.

 Ezekiel 23:43 Then said I unto her that was old in adulteries, Will they now
commit whoredoms with her, and she with them?

 Hosea 2:2 Plead with your mother, plead: for she is not my wife, neither am I her
husband: let her therefore put away her whoredoms out of her sight, and her
adulteries from between her breasts; 3 Lest I strip her naked, and set her as in the
day that she was born, and make her as a wilderness, and set her like a dry land,
and slay her with thirst. 4 And I will not have mercy upon her children; for they
be the children of whoredoms. 5 For their mother hath played the harlot: she that
conceived them hath done shamefully: for she said, I will go after my lovers, that
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give me my bread and my water, my wool and my flax, mine oil and my drink. 6
Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy way with thorns, and make a wall, that she
shall not find her paths. 7 And she shall follow after her lovers, but she shall not
overtake them; and she shall seek them, but shall not find them: then shall she
say, I will go and return to my first husband; for then was it better with me than
now. 8 For she did not know that I gave her corn, and wine, and oil, and
multiplied her silver and gold, which they prepared for Baal. 9 Therefore will I
return, and take away my corn in the time thereof, and my wine in the season
thereof, and will recover my wool and my flax given to cover her nakedness. 10
And now will I discover her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, and none shall
deliver her out of mine hand. 11 I will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast
days, her new moons, and her Sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts. 12 And I will
destroy her vines and her fig trees, whereof she hath said, These are my rewards
that my lovers have given me: and I will make them a forest, and the beasts of the
field shall eat them. 13 And I will visit upon her the days of Baalim, wherein she
burned incense to them, and she decked herself with her earrings and her jewels,
and she went after her lovers, and forgat me, saith the LORD.

8. In the Old Testament, God considered Israel to be His wife and He was her spiritual
Husband. Hosea's unconditional love for his unfaithful wife pictured God's undying
love for His sin-saturated people.

9. In the New Testament Jesus expanded the concept of adultery from the mere physical
to include the thoughts of the heart.

 Matthew 5:27 Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not
commit adultery: 28 But I say unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to
lust after her hath committed adultery with her already in his heart. 29 And if thy
right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee
that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast
into hell. 30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and cast it from thee: for
it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy
whole body should be cast into hell.

 Matthew 5:19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments,
and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but
whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom
of heaven.

 Mark 10:19 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not
kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and
mother.

 Luke 18:20 Thou knowest the commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not
kill, Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honour thy father and thy mother.
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10. All evils such as adultery comes from the heart.

 Matthew 15:19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies:

 Mark 7:21 For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornications, murders,

11. Jesus considered the remarriage of a divorced man or woman to be a form of adultery.

 Matthew 5:31 It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give
her a writing of divorcement: 32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put
away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery:
and whosoever shall marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.

 Matthew 19:3 The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto
him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause? 4 And he
answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made them at the
beginning made them male and female, 5 And said, For this cause shall a man
leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be one
flesh? 6 Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God
hath joined together, let not man put asunder. 7 They say unto him, Why did
Moses then command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? 8 He
saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put
away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say unto you,
Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall marry
another, committeth adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth
commit adultery.

 Mark 10:2 And the Pharisees came to him, and asked him, Is it lawful for a man
to put away his wife? Tempting him. 3 And he answered and said unto them, What
did Moses command you? 4 And they said, Moses suffered to write a bill of
divorcement, and to put her away 5 And Jesus answered and said unto them, For
the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. 6 But from the beginning of
the creation God made them male and female. 7 For this cause shall a man leave
his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; 8 And they twain shall be one flesh:
so then they are no more twain, but one flesh. 9 What therefore God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder. 10 And in the house his disciples asked him
again of the same matter. 11 And he saith unto them, Whosoever shall put away
his wife, and marry another, committeth adultery against her. 12 And if a woman
shall put away her husband, and be married to another, she committeth adultery.

 Luke 16:18 Whosoever putteth away his wife, and marrieth another, committeth
adultery: and whosoever marrieth her that is put away from her husband
committeth adultery.
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 Matthew 5:32 But I say unto you, That whosoever shall put away his wife, saving
for the cause of fornication, causeth her to commit adultery: and whosoever shall
marry her that is divorced committeth adultery.

 Matthew 19:9 And I say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife, except it be
for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso
marrieth her which is put away doth commit adultery.

12. When the Pharisees took a woman in adultery, Jesus exercised sovereign pardoning
grace with a prohibition of going and sinning no more.

 John 8:2 And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the
people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them. 3 And the scribes and
Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set
her in the midst, 4 They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in adultery,
in the very act. 5 Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be
stoned: but what sayest thou? 6 This they said, tempting him, that they might have
to accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground,
as though he heard them not. 7 So when they continued asking him, he lifted up
himself, and said unto them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a
stone at her. 8 And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 9 And they
which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one by one,
beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and the
woman standing in the midst. 10 When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none
but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? Hath
no man condemned thee? 11 She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her,
Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.

13. Those who practice adultery shall not inherit the kingdom.

 1 Corinthians 6:9 Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom
of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,

14. Adultery is considered to be the work of the flesh.

 Galatians 5:19 Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these;
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,

15. Adultery and murder are used by James (2:1) to represent unfaithfulness to God.
Spiritual adultery is condemned in Revelation 2:20-23.

 James 2:1 My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of
glory, with respect of persons.
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 Revelation 2:20 Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou
sufferest that woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to
seduce my servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.
21 And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not. 22
Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into
great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds. 23 And I will kill her children
with death; and all the churches shall know that I am he which searcheth the reins
and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you according to your works.

16. Marriage was designed by God to be exclusive and permanent.

17. In the Old Testament a man who suspected his wife of adultery could bring her to the
priest for a prescribed test.

 Numbers 5:11 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 12 Speak unto the
children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man's wife go aside, and commit a
trespass against him, 13 And a man lie with her carnally, and it be hid from the
eyes of her husband, and be kept close, and she be defiled, and there be no
witness against her, neither she be taken with the manner; 14 And the spirit of
jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be defiled: or if
the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be not
defiled: 15 Then shall the man bring his wife unto the priest, and he shall bring
her offering for her, the tenth part of an ephah of barley meal; he shall pour no
oil upon it, nor put frankincense thereon; for it is an offering of jealousy, an
offering of memorial, bringing iniquity to remembrance. 16 And the priest shall
bring her near, and set her before the LORD: 17 And the priest shall take holy
water in an earthen vessel; and of the dust that is in the floor of the tabernacle the
priest shall take, and put it into the water: 18 And the priest shall set the woman
before the LORD, and uncover the woman's head, and put the offering of
memorial in her hands, which is the jealousy offering: and the priest shall have in
his hand the bitter water that causeth the curse: 19 And the priest shall charge
her by an oath, and say unto the woman, If no man have lain with thee, and if
thou hast not gone aside to uncleanness with another instead of thy husband, be
thou free from this bitter water that causeth the curse: 20 But if thou hast gone
aside to another instead of thy husband, and if thou be defiled, and some man
have lain with thee beside thine husband: 21 Then the priest shall charge the
woman with an oath of cursing, and the priest shall say unto the woman, The
LORD make thee a curse and an oath among thy people, when the LORD doth
make thy thigh to rot, and thy belly to swell; 22 And this water that causeth the
curse shall go into thy bowels, to make thy belly to swell, and thy thigh to rot: And
the woman shall say, Amen, amen. 23 And the priest shall write these curses in a
book, and he shall blot them out with the bitter water: 24 And he shall cause the
woman to drink the bitter water that causeth the curse: and the water that causeth
the curse shall enter into her, and become bitter. 25 Then the priest shall take the
jealousy offering out of the woman's hand, and shall wave the offering before the
LORD, and offer it upon the altar: 26 And the priest shall take an handful of the



8

offering, even the memorial thereof, and burn it upon the altar, and afterward
shall cause the woman to drink the water. 27 And when he hath made her to drink
the water, then it shall come to pass, that, if she be defiled, and have done
trespass against her husband, that the water that causeth the curse shall enter
into her, and become bitter, and her belly shall swell, and her thigh shall rot: and
the woman shall be a curse among her people. 28 And if the woman be not
defiled, but be clean; then she shall be free, and shall conceive seed. 29 This is
the law of jealousies, when a wife goeth aside to another instead of her husband,
and is defiled; 30 Or when the spirit of jealousy cometh upon him, and he be
jealous over his wife, and shall set the woman before the LORD, and the priest
shall execute upon her all this law. 31 Then shall the man be guiltless from
iniquity, and this woman shall bear her iniquity.


